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Notes. By Christabel 


r. Asquith on. Woman Suffrage vy | 


Views of Miss Margaret Ashton.. 


and news insertion in Votes for 
Women re should be sent to the Editors at the earliest possible date, 
and in no case later than first post Monday morning prior to the 
~ publication of the paper. The Editors cannot hold themselves in. 
any way vespgnsible for the-veturn of unused manuscripts,’ though 
will endeavour as far-as possible to veturn when queste 
there stamps for postage are enclosed. | 

Subscriptions to the paper should be. deat The . Publier, 
Votes for Women,” 4, Clements Inn, Strand, 


The terms are 6s. 6a. annual subsoription, 1s. 8d. for one 


“quarter, post free, payable im advance. 
_For quotations for advertisements, apply to the 
Manager, Votes Women,” Clements Stand, WC. 


‘ 


DEDICATION. 
“To the brave. women who to-day are figuting for free- 
dom: to ‘the noble women who all down the ages kept the. 


~ flag flying and looked forward to this day without seeing it: 
to all women all over the world, of, whatever, race, or- 


> ereed, or calling, whether. they be with us or against us 


“ 


THE ‘OUTLOOK. 


The ‘tibet? ‘interesting event of the past week has 


- the reply of Mr. Asquith to the 60 Liberal members who | 


‘Suffrage. - In that reply he refused facilities for Mr. 


= Bill, and ‘stated that he intended before the: 


close of . the. present Parliament to. introduce an. Electoral 
_ Bilt for but that, if a Woman’ 


this Bilt the Government, as. would ‘not 


Press Views, 

‘We should have thought that the meaning this 
answer was so plain that no one would have been taken — 
in by it, and yet ‘we find. that not only did the Liberal 
M.P.’s express themselves as. thoroughly satisfied and | 
pleased with Mr. Asquith’s reply, but both the Liberal 
and ‘Conservative Press hailed the speech as a remarkable 
“concession on the part of the Prime Minister. We are not 


sat all sorry that they have taken this view, for though Mr. % - 
Asquith’ Statement of intentions is worth nothing to us. 


in itself, it has at any rate drawn certain admissions that 

will: be useful to us in future. Thus the ‘‘ Daily News ” 
is careful to explain that the theory of the need for a 

mandate’ cannot be maintained. It says:— — 

We have | never countenanced. the argument that the Liberal party ° 
has no mandate to handle such a question as this. It went to the 
_country pledged. to maintain its democratic faith. It needs 
- Specific mandate to deal with plural voting, or the second ballot of’: 
the Lords’ veto. . ‘It needs no spétific ‘mandate to deal with 
_-woman’s suffrage. It has the duty to enforce any reform which: 
is a clear deduction from the. democratic principle. 

And. thus ‘throws. ‘over an argument that bien 
frequently. used. by Cabinet Ministers i in ne to thwart 

Westminster Gazette,’’ speaking Mr. 
- Asquith’ S proposal to. introduce a Bill for Electoral re- 
form, adds :— 


But. the opening of this is to bring with it another. | 
even “‘gteater importance, for as the Prime Minister told the deputa- 
tion yesterday, it will an opportunity to the of 


Woman’ > Suffrage. 
And - thus admits 


‘and working for a minor teform at the of other 


: “Tributes to. the Militant Tactics. 
feature of the Press criticisms has been 
“tribute paid to the militant tactics of the W.S.P.U. 


“Woman’s Suffrage at the present time. This knocks - 
— the bottom out of the theory which has been frequently 
-promulgated i in Liberal circles that the woman Suffragists = 
ip fighting for their cause, and placing i it in the forefront. 238 
of their programme are lacking in a sense of proportion, | 


+ 


all sides. Thus the | Liverpool Post and 


After Mr. Asquith’s promise to the Liberal waited 
‘upon: him yesterday on, the question of the women’s franchise, no 
one can say that the have. not wise in. their 


‘ went on a deputation to see him with regard. to Woman 2 generation. | 
And other papers up and down the country, as will be* 


‘seen by the Press extracts | given in. another column, 


allude to-‘‘* the triumph, of the “a con- 


cession to Feary’ ‘and: such like 
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opposition to the Government,” we recognise 
othe first time a- more conciliatory” “tone has” 
adopted. This. is. a sign that the ¢ sovernmient are 
to realise. that the question: is one. which i is. not” 
be flouted indefinitely, that they. have to reckon seriously. 


_ with the militant opposition ‘of. the. W.S. P. 


bude: aust: -be abandoned. 


Other Stetions of tions in which votes for women has a 
~Itis to. see the -question has: now taken-reot in ‘Scotland, and 


towards Mr. Asquith’ reply. are ‘fortunate believe that the Scottish people i intend. to see. it: thre 


“tion. which it will seen the Sons Ys May 245 Miss Christabel P ankhurst 
corded. to the ‘Government. ady Carlisle: was ‘by. no ~ “the series of public meetings in Hyde. Park by. addressing — 
asure in ‘reproducing some extracts from a speech b years, on ‘the first Sunday meetings, 

_\Miss Margaret Ashton, president of the North of considerable rowdyisih om the part of the ju hi 
Society. for Woman’s. Suffrage, and a prominent Liberal “but, ‘contrary to some of f papers, ther there was ne ost 
“woman, in which she makes ‘it on the par “of the crowd whole, 
one is entirely dissatisfied. Other sections of the Were very well received. In 


‘oman’s Suffrage army have.taken means to ring home Park, on | apham © non,.and in Other open: 
the same fact to and the Government will other meetings were’ ‘successfully. held. ‘These. micetings. 


- are to be conducted each Sunday up to the great demon- 
stration on June 


k 


during the the week,” “Mrs: Pethick Lawrence. has 
five large meetings, “Miss ‘Pankhurst five others 3 


question of Woman Suffrage i is under considétation. Thus “and smaller meetings and meetings have’ bei 


Mr. Lloyd George, at: 
tupter who asked why the’ 


h, dealing with an inter-— held in various |  the- -provinces. ‘the | 
ernment did not give e votes ‘campaign ‘of arousing the interest of men and ‘women: in 
to. ‘women, considered, ‘apparently, that he had adminis- great. Hyde Park Demonstration. has been going, ‘on, and 


fered a crushing rejoinder by his statement that he himself great enthusiasm previ 


was in favour of votes. for women, and that if As We Go to 
“had his way, he: would: give them a vote. to-morrow. Me Press. 


“Lloyd George i is probably. perfectly aware that his: per-" As: we. go to pre ess the great meeting. in. 


Poli 
sonal opinion on this questio (kindly lent to the Women’ Social and 
op! IS qu apart from his influence 1d. ‘Mea 


the Government as a whole, img portance. 
As. Chancellor. cof the Exe! equer ane Pankhurst takes: the: ‘chair, and..Mrs.. Pethick Lawrence, 


Majesty’s Government, he is to be hel dy iSible for Miss, “Christabel Pankhurst, an SS 


--addressing the meeting. We learn that over two hundred 
“action and inaction of the Government on all questions of “and fifty pounds have- ‘subscribed. ‘Tn. our next issue” 


He the day, and no Cabinet. Minister, “$0. Jong. as: we shall give'a full report. Of the proceedings. 
office, can escape his Share of the” joint Before this paper’ is in. ‘the hands of: our readers, ‘the 
“sponsibility. His a answer. was probably ¢ given in the hope goods. of one of the ‘members of the W. 
 that-his audience was ignorant ‘on this point, and. he” Ansell, will have been sold for. ixes. Oth 
doubt ‘sup BEC “that it “would: ns ly” members are taking part’in a’ ‘demonstration at the. sal 
‘intérlocutor ridiculous. “Ministers. will learn which is | held morning at o'clock. at 


= long. that this attempt to impose. upon, women - 


will not avail them to stem the We have in dallin the attention: of.our téaders 


nion:. Owing to: ‘extraordinary. pressure on: our space, 
by ai majority considerably Progress of Women” and other im t. items, in- 


= that obtained Henry. el huding: “The Fund.” ‘and Some answers 40 correspon- _ 


- 
| 
3 
> 
| 
we 
Ainge) 
a, 
Pc, 

PN 
om 

+ 

a 
~ 


3 


‘for: -would find that the po 


had fefused to 


ave seen | hat MERE by E 


4 


 proposals for redistribution were laid before them.” 
a8 we know, Mr. Gladstone and his _ Spite of the many favourable references to the question, - ps 
to go even sofar ras their Conservative adoption of Earl Dunraven’s. amendment lessened, 

'7 years befo emovement though it did not altogether dispose of, the hope that 
hardly launched, and’ inStead of: remaining: votes for: women clause would, ultimate be inserted. 
ral,-a _Conser vative- Government had-done in In view of the Lords’ decision to throw out the Bill, Mr 
1867, “offered the- votes for: yomen ‘amendment to, the Gladstove: rose. in the House of Commons, on Ju 
“County Frat ist the: most determir erate -make at-on behalf of the Ministry. ‘He said 
and in ‘so doing had secured: its defeat.” the Governmen was: still determined to pass the 
‘the House of - ons; on June 26, 1884, ople Bill at the earliest possible 


Franchise Bill was read. a third time,. and passed. “moment, aod i in Ea Session: following that’ to 
| It: was then sent to: the House of Lords, it it. with. rédistribution. The present Session would, theres 
was hoped ‘that a Women’s Suffrage clause might’y et be: fore, be-brought spe edily toa close. This would involve = 
nsérted. On June 27, the Bill was. introduced in the Sweeping sacrifice of no less ‘than- nine 
Shes of Lords; and read a first time, and on n July rie it ‘measures, and the giving up to the Government of: all a oe 
‘came. up for ‘second. reading, private. members’ days. After a short recess Parliament - 
now -urged ‘the House -to would ‘reassemble, and the Franchise Bill would be intro- 
consider. _any7extension of the franchise until the. “duced. In’ the following: Session’ the. Government. would 
ls for the redistribution of seats had been ‘do all that lay. in its. power a--redistribution 
The. two questions, itswas declared, ought 
“properly to be ‘discussed-tog one complete. scheme. The Conservative Opposition now. pressec | 
electoral. reform. . . Unless this were done there. would that’ the Redistribution Bill should be introduced ‘simuk 
security that: the two ‘million voters, with which the taneously ‘with the Francifise Bill the. autumn ~ 


to ‘flood. the constituencies, would ‘To 


came an angry scene mn “the. House of 
commons: in the. Liberals.accused the 


That this to “concur & a well-c 


_comple schéme, extensi chise does 
assent to the second reading of a Bill, 1aving for iw, in order to coerce: the Government ‘into passing: a 


sits ebject. a fundamental change in the constitution of the electoral Redistribution Bill which would be satisfactory to. the 
ae of the United Kingdom, but which is not accompanied by Conservative: P: arty. In ‘reply, the Opposition, accused 


= provisions. for ‘so ‘apportioning right to return members as Government of concealing their real object in ying 


te popes of of People, _ the redistribution of seats until after the extension of the 


of convenience, as had been stated, but in ‘order 
ee _ to force the House of Lords to afterwards pass any Re- = a 


‘the word | well-considered and. conipl distribution Bill that the Government. might bring: in- by 
the bis the: constituéncies: with two million © 


“amendment, should fe left and in their. “extra voters having. passed: any redistribution = 


Thus: the uge'le- for party advantage continued. 


This ise, that. ould. overnn the House: of on: July” another attempt: at 
satisfactory to it; the House of compromise: was-made 


red to accept the Representation The Earl of Wemyss then moved 
and without any. that the site would be prepared to: pro “once 
aterial alteration. If this were carried, with thee of 


amendment, ‘Lore criticised the Bil Lon the 


ronly: material objection: that ment, in conjunction with the Government's promised Bill 
the Franchise Bill; except that it bad! not been ‘tor redistribution. 


“associ iated with for redistribution, was. that it This aitendment was carried by a ma rity Notes 
id-pot include w thus bya ‘Majority of so. the Couity Fran- 


‘Earl: ‘of went as ta: say thas if ise Bill ‘was defeated i in the House of 
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siperntend the whole of the but each will 


We saw the women marching, 
A proud and happy band. 
| ‘The richest and the poorest 
Were walking handinhand, 
keep it in your, heart, dear, 
The memory of that 
That you may tell your | children 
OF. that glad summer day. 


We saw the women. > marching. 
So bold they came, and free. 
held their heads so proudly 
Paget ee For all the world to. see. | 
| ‘Their banners brave were flying — 
. So gafly as they came, | | 
= ‘Their courage so undying, 
= They put their foes to shame. : 


tell in song and 
How women once were slaves ; 
How those who strove to free them 
| Werit sorrowing to their graves; 
Until they came in numbers 
"That no one could withstand. 
Hundreds of thousands marching, | 
A proud and happy band. 


keep it in your heart, 
Thatvyouemay not forget. 
You'll want to tell your children. - 
‘They’ll ask it of you. 
*“ You saw the women marching, 


Their serried ranks among. 


*Twas through those women marching 
That our freedom was won! aidan 


~ 


No easy task on the great day, June 21, will be the marthailing 
of the seven processions of men and women along the various - 
lines of route. Already in the offices of the N.W.S.P.U. a pro-. 
cession secretary is at work arranging for ‘the distribution of the. 


_ contingents of women into the different routes, and seven proces 
-. sion secretaries are making arrangements for their own particular 


- procession. For the day itself a regular army of women are 3 


> enrolled. to take charge. 


General Drummond. 


getieral of all the processionswill be the well: 
general, Mrs. Drummond, who has superintended the operations _ 


of the National Women’s Social and Political Union on so many 
occasions previously, She will be in constant touch with every 


one of the processions, and will make it her business to. see that 


every one of them is in marching order, and-that all the arrange: 


ments, are compiste and satisfactory. 


‘Nine Chief ‘ 


The Stire iudahpemnent of each one of the seven processions 


will be in the hands of a Chief Marshal, who will be ultimately - 
responsible for the grouping and the arrangements, and for the 
In addition there will 


- observance of order on the line of march. 
be one Chief Marshal in charge of-the arrangements i in Hyde > 
_ Park itself, and another will 


Seven Group Marshals. - 


he strangements for grouping ‘the will 
devolve upon the Group “Marshals, of- whom there will be one © 


_ for each procession. They will be supplied beforehand with a 


Ceosselite plan showing the exact order of march, and they wil] 
cast a general eye upon the whole length of the procession, and - 
_ will see that the various contingents c of women are formed up in 


» the right places of the line. 


The Gicug Marshals will not, of course, be able to personally 


mae 


, Order during the 


e f for the various rail. 


‘THE PROCESSIONS. Wilt, ‘MARCH. 
Be divided up andi in charge of: cach will 


a Group Captain. Illustrating the case from the Victoria 
procession, the line will: be divided into sections 
somewhat as-follows :— Westminster Bridge to Whitehall Court,” 
Whitehall Court to Charing- Cross (underground), Charing-ctoss _ 
(underground) to: Waterloo Bridge, Waterloo Bridge ‘to the 


Temple, and Temple to Blackfriars. At the head. of éach one - | 


of these sections will be a band, and the Group Captain wilt 
_ have charge of the whole of the grouping from the one band to. 
*< fe next. She will be supplied with a plan beforehand showing the 


#erangément of the men and women who have promised to 


"take part and are coming to join that particular section, and 
she -will be responsible to the 


Forty. Banner Marshals and Captains. a 


‘The complete chatge of all the in each will 


upon the Banner Marshals, who in their turn will have 


- Banner Captains acting with them placed in control of. sath 5 
It will be their business to find women to. carry the 
__ various standards from the start of the procession to Hyde Park, 
and they will be geherally in of correct of 
standards and 


> 


Thirty. Station Marshals and Captains. 


At railway station at which worhen are come 
up from the country there will be a Station Marshal in charge, 


and she will-have with her two or three Station ‘Captains, and it 
will be their business to be in readiness outside the station, and 
see that the demonstrators march forward into the procession to 
which they belong and take up their place in the Hight | 


Fifty Station Chief Stewards and Stewards. 

While: the work of the Station Captains 
outside of the station, that of the Station Chief Stewards and — 
Stewards lies inside. It will be their business to be responsible | 


to meet every one of the trains that are bpming up from the 70 
_towns, and to welcome the women from. 


ovinces nd to. 
hand them on to the Marshals, who will mee them mies the 
station. 


Five Hundred Recruiting Sergeants. 


} 


But even this ‘large number of Marshals and 
Stewards does not exhaust all the number of women who will be 
wanted to assist in the great demonstration on June 21. Others. 


will be wanted to“superintend the various bands. Others again 


will be required to act as Stewards in Hyde Park, and to take. 


the names and addresses of all those who wish to take this. 
: opportunity of j joining the National Women’s Social and Political 


Union—they will be, in fact, recruiting sergeants, as the “ Even- . 
ing News” once called them. All these will wear the Steward’s. 


rosette with the colours of the Union. 


- 


Over Two Thousand Standard | Bearers. 


themselves, numbering between 2,000 and 3,000 women, so that. 
altogether the services will be required of over atic women in 


In the account which follows below’ will be found the pititetpar 
details concerned with each procession, and. the names of the. 
Secretaries and Chief Marshals, and also a short report of the 
progress which is being made in some of the districts, but itis. 
impossible i in the short space at our disposal to give anything ~ 
“like in full the work -which-is being done. In. order that the 
_ great demonstration may be a tremendous success it is necessary 
for every woman who has the cause at heart, from now till then. 
to make all the arrangements known, The work must begin at 
but it. bas. Been agranged:. that the last from. 


> Tien there will be the Standard Sante ae large army in 


order to the full arrangements. 
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; : sade, when London must be awakened’ from.end to e 

_ to the importance of taking part in this great Woman's Soffvage. 
Sunday, All the members of the National Women’s Social and 
Political Union,-and all those women who-wish to: help forward 
the Woman’s. “Enfranchisement are invited_to o 
sthemes by which this particular day may. be advertiged to the 


riginate special 


people of London. Reports of work done in connection with 


organising the processions should be sent to. THE Epirors, 


arf 


ttl 


—Miss N W.S.P U. 4 4 , Clements Ton, Ww 
_ Chief Marshal:—Miss New. | 
District.—St. ‘Pancras, Islington, Stoke ‘Newington, fiackney, 
the men and women coming in by train from the ‘North. ‘of 
= . England to King’ s Cross; St. Pancras, abd Euston. Biche 
Form iip 12-0'clock i in Euston-road, east of Euston Station, 


Start 1 p.m. 


Rowte.—Euston-road, Oxfordéstréet, Marble Arch. 


_ Preparations are already actively under way for the great 
procession, and the large numbers of women who will join it 


from: the. of are éertain to make it ‘great 


‘and - Chief ‘Marshal,.— Mrs. Sanders, N. W.S. P. 4s 
Clements Inn, W.C. 


District Westminster, Holborn, Finsbery, ‘Shoreditch, Poplar, | 


Stepney, Bethnal Green, including Limehouse, Canning Town, 
- Forest Gate, Wanstead, Walthamstow, &c., and the mem and 
-women arriving from the ‘South of at Waterloo and 
up 12.30 in Trafalgar Square. 
Route —Pall Mall, “Regent-street, Piccadilly, Berkeley street Mount- 
street, Grosvenor Gate. iat 


Work is being put into all the districts which are connected 


this and. a crowd. of women is expected on 


ad 


OF 


and Chief Marshal. —Miss Jessie Kenney, N.W.S.P.U.,.4, 


Clement’s Inn, W.-C. 


District. —Lambeth;, Southwark, Camberwell, Deptford, ‘Woolwich, 


and Bermondsey. 


_ Form up 12.30 on Victoria Embankment, east of Westminster Bridge. 
Start t.3op.m. 


Chief Marshal. —Mrs. Fates. 
District, Chelsea, Futham, Battersea, Wang worth: “Wimbledon (in- 


Route —Victoria-street, Grosvenor-place, Hyde Pa 
- The members of the London City Union are devoting their. 
energies ‘Specially to making ready for the Victoria Embank- 


‘ment procession. The districts they are working up include 


Miss Marsh, 28a, 


It is necessary that she should have e good deal of 


Workers for Camberwell, Bermondsey, and Woolwich please _ 
write to me at 4, Clements saan | 
Kenney. | 


Radcliffe N.W.S.P.U., 4, ‘Clements | inn, 


Chief Marshal.—Miss Annie Lightman. 
Form up 12.30 Chelsea west ‘Of Albert Bridge. 


«Start 1.30 p.m. ~ 

| Rotte. —Oakley-street, King’ Albert-gate.. 
_. The Chelséa union are already actively at work, and a large 
contiogeat the South of London is expected. 


cluding’Brixton, Streatham, and Clapham). 


Form up 1 p m., in of ‘Kensington 


~ 


be a. era. Start 1.30 p.m. 


a result of the notice in Votes: FOR Woman; new. 
othe otkers. found their way to our procession office; and gave us 
‘help in the work: Two banners are now well begun: Mis 


'Craies has taken oharge of the workers executing Mr. Lau- | 
rence Housman’s beautiful design, and Mrs. Harry-Silver of a 


' banner designed by her husband. Special donations of material — 
and money have been given for this work, and further dona- 
tions and workers who have time to spare will be gladly re-. 


ceived by: Miss Bertha: Sharp at the. Studio, 1, Pembroke- 


day: between 3 and 7 p.m. 
Louise M. EATES. 


- 


Miss Hambling, N.W.S.P. U. Ay Clements Inn, w. Cc. 


Chief Marshal.— Miss Stephenson. 
District. —Paddington, Willesden. and the men women coming 
into Paddington Station from the West of 
Form up I along: Eastbourne-terrace. 
The campaign at Paddington is now in ‘full swing, arid. our 
ental organised by Miss Higgins, are throwing themselves | 
‘heart and soul into the work of rousing the inhabitants of Pad- 
dington to take their part in this great fight for freedom. 
For the present, with the exception of Saturday and Sunday, 
we have arranged to hold open-air meetings at night only, 
reserving the daytime for searching out available pitches, can- 
vassing schools, public institutions, &c., as we find that we are 
‘able to gather together a. much larger audience at — than it 
is possible to obtain during the dinner-hour. 
Already. we have held several successful’ meetings ; one of 
especial interest took. place at Westbourne-grove-terrace on 
Thursday evening. Here we had an audience largely composed 
of girls from Whiteley’s establishment, who: listened eagerly © 
to all that our speakers, the Misses W. Auld and Wentworth, 


had to thell them, many following on to the Portman Room — 


“At Home ” afterwards. In response to an urgent appeal, we 
“have promised to go there again on Monday night.’ We have 


since received a letter from a Miss May Robinson, telling us 


how much the girls were looking forward to our néxt visit, 
~ and saying that they. had become thoroughly interested, and - 
could talk of nothing else but votes for women, many of them 


having already declared their intention of taking part in the 


Park demonstration. 

~ Another splendid, meeting was “held outside the Prince of - 
Wales, Harrow-road, on Friday night, Miss Higgins and other 
_ speakers holding the attention of a large crowd for an hour 
and a-half, and managed to keep the unruly element, which, of. 
course, was somewhat in evidence, well in cheok. 

I am glad to be ‘able to report that Mr. J. Munford, direétor 


: _ of Kensington Secretarial College, has given us rmission to 
Lambeth, Southwark, Camberwell, Bermondsey, and Wool hold an. ner meeting there at 3.30. 
wich. The Lewisham Union are taking Greenwich, Lewisham, 
and Deptford.. Mrs. Bouvier, 31; Mount Pleasant-road, is the | 
‘secretary of the ‘Lewisham W.S.P.U. 
-Portland-place, W., is in charge of Lam- 
_ help in working up the district. Anyone living i in or near the 
- district, and willing to help, should send in her name to her. © 


Miss New has promised to speak for us, and we are looking 


forward to gaining converts and helpers Smong the students. 


We are trying to secure one of the Paddington halls for a 
meeting later, and also to hold: several . drawing-room 
meetings. _ 

Altogether, we feel that we have made ‘a good beginning, 
. and mean to do our pee to get a record procession for 


Secretary. Miss Wood, N-W.S.P.U., 4, Clements Inn, W. 
Chief . Marshal.—Miss Douglas Smith. 
| District. —Hampstead, Marylebone, and the men and women coming 
- by the Great.Central and also by the Great Eastern Railway who 
will be conveyed from Liverpool-street to Baker-street Station. 
‘Form up 12.30 Marylebone-road and Aisin east from Great 
Start x. 30, 
Route. —Seymour-place, Hyde Park. 

A good beginning was made on Sunday, May 24, when Min 
Drummond and myself held a meeting in Regent’s Park, near 
the band-stand, at 6.30. The crowd was large, orderly, and. 
interested, and I think good work will be done here, -We hope 
to-‘hold meetings here every Sunday evening until June 21. As 
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are a ‘difficulty, but we that 3000 the boar feetin ig ~ they ‘with 
‘John’ Wood, will be a ch ‘for afternoon and “keen ‘attenti fi, and we had not iené interruption, “The explana. 
hope to set the’ meeting fetid this is Literal constituency). 
"students, and “Miss Walenn is trying arrange: a -At-the evening: meétings just: the asm ad 
Hyde Park and 8 strong: talked the belt down, and thanks fo somé-of the 
Park Chief Marshal ay -Miss- mouth=men: and women’ the boy-or the bell. disappeared, After: 
‘Station Chief Marshal”... Baldock. meeting the crowd, as usual; wanted to have. aftether: look” 

are also being: thdide for’ marshalling. fn ‘at ‘this-.girl, as. have. been. called. ‘They flucked round: me, i 
Park ‘and at alway Stations. These z are. not and followed me to thecar} not rude word: did hear,” 

everybody was polite afd. amiable + but the crowd would follor 
“Shop Asslagante’ got: on a. car and ‘waved. ‘hands to them from the top, 
Previonsly: it has always been a difficult nfatter to the ‘telling them if they. did not -go‘I would make another spec 


assistants iti suffrage questions, but they are. beginning to: They. cheered_us till we got out of 


2? and one said mobbed. 2% was never in amore 

large meetiigs hase: held fee “employees of “pathetic cf rowd, I think headings like’ these incite the crowd, a 
William Whiteley and Son, and with very satisfactory results, 40d appeal to the worst part of the youths who frequent our 
“and they have begged so hard for another, that on Thurs we meetings. ‘It was the only note invtl the’ Press’ the 
shall again address them. Here‘ we have scored a great success aveek that jarred. on our-sensés. 
for as I know that shop. assistants detest ‘meetings of all kinds, The women’s meetings ini the Corn Exchange: and the: Public 


3 they must be interested indeed. when they ask us to come-again, “Hall, Stoke, wére both © successful. Many" ‘prominent ladies” 
notice-with pleasure that our andiénces ‘increase, and that __ ‘of the three towns joined. us. I believe we made 15 new mém-" 
who came to the. ‘Heat ‘meeting. brought friends with. “bers at two of our. -meetings—some Liberal; some Conserva- 

them to the second, “tive, if energy, time, and enthusiasm will bring-sucess, 

The shop. assistants are beginaing to the indignity of fhouth: women: S66. that ‘fallare is 3 

_ turn out in large numbers on’ June 21 to demand the enftanchise- 

“ment of women. We.ate going to visit all the largest shops i in. 


_ London, and if at each-establishment-we -are as successful as we CARDIFF REPORT. 
hitherto’ been; we can promise that over a thousand shop ~ ~The ssetice here is ‘universally. realised, 
assistants in our Park “the people of Cardiff are ‘not allowed. forget June’ 21, OF. 


a 


Siok Dieting for nurses will be held in the -Room of Suddenly," said an onlooker, ‘1 turned round to find 


“Narses’ Club, 12, Buckingham-street, Strand, W.C., on Wed. - as regards spectators, cricket had given plate to women’s: 
June 3, at 2.30:p.m.. The ‘speaker will be’. Miss Speaker: red the way own. for ae 
Christabel Pankhtfrst,, ‘who will show how “ Votes for Women” of Pox: pe 
will affect the work of nursés. Iti is hoped that the nursing profes: The next day at the Docks a We 
sion will be well represented in “the Great Demonstration in: had been ‘fold ‘that ‘to. influence: the men there earning 
Hyde Park on Matrons of several. important hospitals: high: wages, would. ‘out 
have responded most: favourably to our request for permission “fares or their nine. 
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There was considerable doubt in the 
Last week was a week full of events for-the Plymouth ing, and this was emphasised by the reluctance shown in the 

_ ‘They: their agricultural show, they -had their torchlight. letting of halls. Results, however, Have proved the 
tattoo, -and they had the. suffragettes. Each proved to:be a. of sympathy as an gutcome of recent. disturbances. 

great success, and it gave us a good chance of be: invaded,” 


3 


wi x 


decided to have a banner from the head office for the Correction. 


Union. was also decided to start a special fund for regret that we with, to the 
Park to enable them to do: local advertising: Plymouth ‘six “published: in oug last issue, purporting to_be written by Mr. Hocknell, 
weeks ago. was. untouched by. suffrage. workers, SO we are- “of Whitchurch; and which we stated was sent.to Mr. Asquith. | 
making” a special éffort to ‘bring. it to, other towns ‘Hocknell's letter: was one directing general attention. to. the: Hevessity 
on the aist.. of the Government giving Votes for Women, 
screen in the St. James’ Hall (a plate where pictures are 
shown) a week before the 15th, the date by which tickets have Ki 
vements are ‘going to: be ‘chalked at night-a few nights. “ve 
the 1 sth. ‘A kind. of poster. will be made on the and Mantle. M. 


“ments: Come to Hyde Park, &c. The local Society are divid- 
themselves up ‘to get in ‘touch with the doctors, nurses, HILL PLACE, OXFORD ciRcus, 
teachers, and: shop girls... the get Ladies’ Materidig made up in: ry and Se 


+ 


tae 
tee 


¢ 


“ 


are buying their tickets éarly in order to-induce others Laces, “Embroideries; ‘Antiqueand Modern Costumesand Sed 


* to do the same. am ‘very pleased: to say we ‘got'a Jewellery; Drawn Thread Work ; ‘made Trimming 
account about Hyde ‘Parkin the- Plymouth “ Evening News.’ Children's Frocks, Beads bec. 


Enthusiastic. were held at. the dock gates, both at... Faux ox A ON 
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“ANSWERS To ¢ CORRESPONDENTS. 

the Hall, | addressed: to the Editors Votes. Wi 

175. p.m., a special ceremony: will: place Anawers.to 


furling: the. Danners: to: be: ‘used in the: great demonstration in Will the W.S; P. U. ‘invite the yation of the oth 
Hyde Park. “Special interest attaches to the ten large banners Suffrage societies their great demonstration on June 21,4 and 


“Which are being presénted by ten separate. donors, seven of ‘similarly’ will they take part in the procession on June 13.2. 
for the National Women’s Social and Political Union“and- ely: distin the W, 


for local Unions. ‘The méttoes-and devices on the banners 
“ate: being: ‘kept’ secret, and will not be know ‘until the unfurl. will dot officially take part_in the ‘procession June’ 


ing-cerémony, Tickets for the stalls and Gircle, each ; “nor. will-the other Suffrage societies be officially repre 


‘Monday, une “the “Hom ad ‘Hall on Saturday, if une 13, an and. it-is 


‘the small Portman Rooms, Dorset-street, of in the members of the other Suffrage. societies will similar ly add’ 


Portman: on 23, of June 21 on another day than Sunday, as there 


following the great Hyde Park demonstration, a ‘special are many otherwise ardent supporters who are offended because 
“At Home » will be: held at. ‘o'clock. instead of at 4, in the. Sunday work thus imposed on railway men and others. 
‘Queen’s Hail. The guests be the Sunday has been chosen for. she erent Demonstration 


_chaiemen of the day before, ‘Park for three reasons:— 
“The Thursday evening “ At Homes."" will tbe} seguladly First;-because Sunday is for working woren the only 
on ot June JE day of leisure, the only: day that it would be possible for - 

“The Hy ‘Park De stratic “them to join in this Demonstration. Thousands of working: 
led tor’ it women, not only. i in London but in Yorkshire and Lanca-~ 
co great shire, and i in the great towns of the East and the West and 
unday, June 21. Any of those who ate will. 
ES as _ ing fo act as stewards for various purposes are requested. to © + the Midlands of England are taking this opportunity <a 
~ communicaté with Mrs. Drummond, N.W.S.P,U., 4, Clements Coming to claim-their' birthright... On. no other day could 
W.C.. On page 196 of this: issue. will be found” Specia, they have left their homes. Had they ‘been left out no 
~ instructions. Any. ‘of those who-are able to bring-a special procession, however large, ‘would have been complete, for” 
tingent of women ate invited to communicate with the Proces- this. question ‘Women’s. Enfranehisement. is more 
sion’ Secretary, who them best. at important ‘even for: ‘than it’ is for women in easier 


the. “Of the great will “necessary organisation have been. made. | On no other day 
“shout that will go up voices: ‘the: resolution — could seven, processions have been formed up in the streets 
i—the shout, “Votes. for women.” At five minutes -of London. Police regulations are, very. stringent upon: 
to five will = this point. T believe there are only two places in London 
‘chairman will rise make the final-an- : 
At five-o'clock the bugle will-sound again, and {om which a procession may start in the ordinary way, bit 


ik 


WARE 


chairman will” ‘put. the resolution: Then once again ‘the. -on Sunday, when the streets are clear ‘from: 
will-be heard, and then every ‘voice will take up the cry, the stringent regulations of the police are relaxed. 
“One; Two, Three, Votes for Women, VOTES WOM because the women's movement represents. A 

‘most sacred cause in the world. It is a moraland spiritual 3 
 *$elting ‘Votes tor ‘Women! Taovement based upon- ‘fundamentally religious concep-,_ a 
the “day” ‘of the publication of our last issue a mufibec of tions, and the sacred and holy day” is the best and most 
Members OF the’ N. Ww. $.P.U- themselves as news. “appropriate day of ‘the week to choose for our Demonstra- 


“offered it-to the passers-by. As a result of this interesting new “the <Church: Litany :whith. entrests deliverance for the 
departure; several tiundred copies were sold. Mrs. Drummond -desolute and the o sssed into 
pleased to hear of any who are to | 
‘on: ‘this ona future Occasion. © Ts tt possible to dispense with bands is that = 
“Phe Union Colours in Ribbon. ‘tramp of many feet” would be far. more without 
The the Union ate green, white, @ band, ‘and give less offence on Sunday. 
and badges of these colours can be obtained from the We would remind our questioner that in ibe: chufeh 
s Press and. from the literature stalls at imeetings. organs “will play and choits will‘sing. That wherever there 
: inch and a-quarter and two gre Military Church Parades there will be the sound of 
inches, yard and. prely ; at is suite. music; and that even” the Church Army and the Salvation 


able” for hat bands ‘ond waist bands, will have their bands... Then surely it is right and 


_ Bhe badges consist of the narrow ribbon in sections 
witht the: words “Votes for Woinen.”” pore! in. can: be. 


“fitting thatthe women who. go forth to war.against the. 
forces of evil and ignorance and darkness. shall march f= 

“when every. member of the Union. will use her utmost 

: horiié tothe women.in London up and 

2 the: country the necessity for taking part inthe great demon- Private 

Station. “Among the Suggestions: that have already been made“ 


ROMANCE OF THE LADY SECRETARY; q 


“are” chalking: tie pavements in the early. morning, -and:a.cycle 
Corps in the. evening ;- it i is hoped. that other Suggestions will be Sent, Post Free, to, all readers of * Votes for. Women.” 
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“gion: of the will of wormnett. “He will not give women 


The ‘National Women’ $ due right of citizenship. unless the: women of the. country — 


can find some means of expression sufficiently strong to 


OFFICE: Women’s Social Political ‘Walon: Jntead: to” 
Sars “stow Mr. Asquith that there are some women who not 
CLEMENTS INN, STRAND, 


only want the vote, but are detetmined to get it. If we 


Miss ANNIE KENNEY. ‘Mrs. N. A. MARTEL. appeal for personal service, for time, and energy, and de-. 


Miss MARY NEAL. Miss ELIZABETH ROBINS, _—-Votion has peen promptly met; the appeal for financial. 
: ~ Help has brought a ‘fo less’ generous response. Two 


"Auditor: A. G. SAYERS, Chartered Accountant, 19, Hanover Square, W. _ cheques for £50. ia just been sent to the treasurer by 
Bankers: ‘Messrs. BARCLAY & Co., 19, Fleet B.C, 


° Mapam,—I have the hondur to enclose a cheque for 


sions on June 21. This is my answer to your ‘‘ Tramp — 
of Many Feet,” and my answer tp Mr, Asquith. 


-raised to the position of front rank among political ques- 
“tions during the past two years, the answer ‘may be 


. One bit of self-sacrifice, one tok courage, one piece ~The women is in ‘this daivenwene will never forget Self- , 
work well done is more than all the speeches ever eck, the great accomplished hy: 


: ial co trated effort o the part of and all. 
_ spoken, all the armies ever written, all the sympathy nme p one 


- June 7 (Whit Sunday) to June 21 (Suffrage Sunday). 
Action is the language which ° we understand, “We ex- We shall have Early Morning Pavement Chalking Par- 


press our demand for justice in terms of action, and we ties, and cover the streets with announcements even be- 


: vinces. Inspiriting and encouraging reports pour an -to 
Mrs WOLSTENHOLME ELMY. Miss MARY GAWTHORPE, the office at headquarters. “Everything is going well. The 


women, and many other smaller sums, which represent 
the same eagerness and readiness. to Help to the limit of 

abili I asked for ‘“‘bands’’ last week. ~Two 
WE. ANSWER MR. ASQUITH. “Seay been given. Many standards have been presented., 
But we must be content with nothing that we have done 
_ £13 to provide a great band for one of the great proces- Fete We have to stiz London as it has never. been stirred - 
before. in: the, lifetime of any one among us: We. have to _ 
this demonstration so overwhelmingly successful 
| 2 hat is the right answer. Not words, but deeds. ‘to remove any necessity for its repetition. Not only Rares 

“Words cost so little, and they count just as little as they London must be stirred. The ‘provinces must send their . 

cost. If anyone wants to know why the question of delegates by thousands. Not a day cai be lost. Morn- : 
ing, noon, and. night the work of rousing and bringing i 
- women’s suffrage has been brought from oblivion and_ both women and men and<the work of completing and: 
perfecting the organisation of the processions: must go 


on. And everybody must help. Not one woman who reads — 
found in the spirit expressed in the letter which I have these pages. must, stand aside. There is-work for all, and- 


quoted... ‘That is the inspires ther Women’ s more. What we is for, the» cat 


‘We are going to have ‘‘ a. Crusade Fortnight ” se fag a 


Melegraphic Aaarese—“ “WOSPOLU, LONDON.” _ 5660 .do that, having right and justice, reason, and all the 
There j is no doubt about that. | 
Our immediate answer is the Hyde Park demonstration. 
PANKHURST, ver HICK LAWRENCE, re the call’ to action is meeting avert re- 
‘sponse on.the part of the womenof this Union. great 
TUKE, Miss | is carried out in London arid in the pro- 


eet no answer in response to that demand but action. _ fore the people are- awake ; the more original and novel é 
. That is why Mr. Asquith’s very shadowy and vague _ they are the better. In: the evening we-shall have bands. - 


~ promise is valueless to us. We demand that the Govern- AOE Sy clists, with illuminated and adorned cycles, touring: 


through the City and- suburbs, and holding up wherever _ 
ment shall perform a very simple act of justice, and “the streets are thronged to ie announcements and hand- 


- thereby right an obvious and admitted wrong. If it will” - pills. 
not act, we must. Mr. Asquith has auger us in. words. 
must answer him in deeds.-. 


Mr. Asquith says that before he will consent to pay tes members, and shall be glad to receive suggestions. and 


_ women the debt. which the country owes them as tax- promises of service that will- inspire others. The time as 


‘payers, he must be sure that not only all the men but that short.. We must think and act. quickly. _ AS 


all the women also want women's suffrage. Yet he is quite ~The office at headquarters" is like a hive of beds. ‘ 
~ ready to tax women without asking their consent; he is . Absorbed faces, hurrying feet, gleaming eyes, bustle, and _ 
ready to pass laws directly interfering with the life. and good temper and happiness—these things are the order. 
+ affecting the interests of women without ascertaining their . of the day. Things are humming, and no mistake. We —_ 
wishes. He will be a party to turning women out of their are marching to sores deren martial: strains | ‘hat we 


employment by legal enactment ; he will uphold laws ‘that. have i in our own hearts. - eit “i 


For many we ‘shall as we did: 
Self-Denial Week, upon the originality and resource of our 


establish a special penal code for women, without inquiring That is-Our answer Mr. Asquith; 


‘to whether they like it or not!’ 'He will settle the education action. Laughter because he thinks he can turn back the 
ae “of the. children of the meme according to men’s views tide, and we know that he cannot. Action that blows his 
light. and shadowy promise like thistledown before the 
“Only when it comes to ‘the payment of a debt ae owing ‘wind, that will force him to produce something more — 
“to women, only when it ig a question of putting a long- solid and weighty than -werds, in Oner to ‘stay the 


Getablished constitutional principle into:practice, only then women’ 
does it occur to bit to an expres- 3 


Emmeline Pethick Lawrence. 
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“POLITICAL ‘NOTES. 
That’ manhood. suffrage might ‘be ‘established 
the enfranchisement of “haye always. 
asa danger, and we have thought it likely that 
by a ‘Liberal this. would: be: erected 
present. the of sex: disability in the 
enfranchisement’ of about one and athalf. million women, 
but under an unlimited franchisé ~ it ‘would’ mean the 


Fs 


~ It would incur, therefore, much greater. opposition than 


- that the. removal of certain electoral anomalies renders it 
harder to induce Parliament to deal with those: that re- 


and the consequént ‘admission of ‘mén to the franchise 


alee simply because they are ‘men, would mean the acceptance 
of a purely sex basis for’ the franchise, and the political | 
status of women having | thus become relatively worse, the 


| difficulty of forcing their way into the circle 
_ would be. many times increased. 
The Women’s Bill ‘now. before the 
: Floass. of Commons would not only admit women to the | 


any future eléctoral reform. 


Women’s Social and Political Union. 
__-was made to: Mr. ‘Asquith by ‘the deputation of Liberal 
Members of which recently waited. 

Asquith’s Answer. _ 
“Mr. Asquith sefiiandl Government support to this measure 


to devote to the consideration of Mr. ‘Dickinson’s Bill.can per- 
fectly’ well be. devoted the later” of the Women’ Ss 
After refusing to deal with the political grievance women, 
_Mr. Asquith announced his intention of conferring more votes 
upon men, thus giving evidence of his intention to. defeat our 
claim in thé manner above deseribed. 
The undertaking that a Woman Suffrage wil 


-which it is surrounded make it even more untrustworthy. It 
js obvious that Government support is essential to the success 


‘of the Woman Suffrage proposal, and therefore this Union. 


will persist. in the attempts to secure the inclusion of votes for 

women. in the Government programme. _ 
- Neutrality or Opposition. 


“under. certain “ciroumstances, be converted -into~ Oppo- 


In the first placé, they will require the votés for 
on democratic lines. 


women amendment to be framed 


~The precise meaning of this phrase is as yet unexplained, 


| ‘but draw the inference’ that it the inten- 
-tion to resist our claim that women shall be enfranchised on 


Government are aware that’ public opinion supports the en- 
franchisement of; qualified women. 'Therefore, they wish. so 
to engineer ‘matters that we shall Jay claim to. the franchise 
~ for women on a wider basis, which: may not be endorsed “by 
Parliament or the country. 
- The second condition upon which Mr. Asquith Rares takes 
not to. show open hostility ta a Woman Suffrage amendment 


“desire for enfranchisement. While saying this, he neglects 
to offer us to how the 


“vote he ‘andl thus het reserves to himself 


_ creation. of. women voters in excess of the number of men. 538 without precedent, and would intr oduce 


it does at the present day. . Further, experience. shows 


main. The. sweeping away of alk franchise restrictions, 


existing franchise, but would” sécure to them a share in 
That this Bill should be 
| adopted and carried into law is the present claim of the 
The same request 


‘on the plea of lack of time. That want of time.was-not really 
: ‘an obstacle is obvious: from the fact that another franchise 
‘measure—Mr. Dickinson’s London EJécforal Billi—would have 

- been adopted’ by the Government had it not been talked out 
vat the second reading stage. The time which it was intéhded — 


‘not meet with Government opposition would, under no circum. 
stances, be sufficient to reassure us, and the conditions by 


the same conditions as those which apply to men voters. ~The 


. is that the overwhelming majority of women. shall express their : 
will. be in until success is achieved, 


7 
4 


erty. to deny, at every stage in the agitation, that ‘women’ Ss. 


demand for the vote has yet been proved: to exist. 
fin ‘this connecti n, it is well to notice that the 
Gazette “and othr jourgals are:callingy the application oft 


the referendum As 4 test of the feeling of the country in this” 
matter. Here’ is one more éxcuse for delay. The referendum. 
was never brought into use prior to the “enfranchisement of 
men, and its imtroduction now would. mean far bigger con-" 


stitutional revolution than will the extension of the franchise 


to women, The titembers of this Union will oppose the taking’ loa 


of a referendum, because it involves. unnecessary delay, is 
ay Constitutional pracs 
which be used greatly to hinder reforms. in the 

uture. 

‘It is certain that women have done far more to show that 
they desire the vote than the agricultural labourers did in 1884.0 
The fact that the present Government intend to introduce a 
~ Reform Bill, in spite of the absence of. any real demand on the © - 
part of the men for more votes, is in itself proof of the hollow. ~ es 


But although we realise this, we are e prepared’ to. continue 
to show that numbers of women are behind this agitation. 
_ Such evidence will be given by the big meeting at Bradford — 
next Sunday, by numerous other- demonstrations in all parts 
of the country, and by the great meeting in Hyde Park on 
Sunday, June 21. _ The chief business of this Union, however, ” 

is to. show, not so much that large numbers of women desire 
the vote, but that a sufficient number are ready and able to 
take the action.-which is necessary to the Government 
to deal with the question. — 

many Liberal women, Mr. ‘Asquith’ pronouncement 
been hailed with joy, and some who were preparing for revolt - 
have been pacified for the time being.’ But the members ot 
this Union have no intention of diverting their operations from _ 
‘the Government to the individual members of Parliament. As 
I have explained, we are by no means persuaded that the 
- Government are dealing with us in good faith, and even if ae | 

- are, we do not think the mere declaration of neutrality affords 
a sufficient guarantee that votes for women will ultimately . 
be. incorporated i in the Government’s franchise measure. = 


of a Wider Measure. 
But, quite apart-from all this, we see grave danger in allow-. 
ing Woman Suffrage to be dealt with in connection with a 
measure of general franchise reform. In the first place, tne 
Government measure may. never be introduced. A very large. 
number of other questions await settlement, ‘the political situa-.- 
, tion becomes more complicated day by day, and an early dis- 
solution is very probable. Just as the last Government went _ 
to the country before introducing their promised Redistribution © 
Bill, so Mr. may be prevented from bringing 
his measure. 
_ Assuming, Liner. the Reform Bill to be introduced, anid 
all difficulties standing in the way of the Woman Suffrage 
amendment to be disposed of, there yet remains a dangerous 
pitfall. This Reform Bill is certain to be a highly contro- 
versial measure, because of the many questions with which it 
will deal. Already it is claimed that the Bill ought to include 
proportional representation, payment of election expenses, hold- 
ing of all elections on the same day, and soon. In connection 
with this measure will arise a strong demand for redistribution, 
which will raise the difficult question of Irish representation. 
The Bill is more than likely to fall.a ‘victim: to one or other — 
of these.dangers, and the comparatively simple proposal for 
Woman Suffrage will be sacrificed because of its association 
with other proposals which meet with less universal favour. 
From all this it will be seen that Mr. Asquith’s declaration is 
very far satisfying the Women’s Social and Political 
Union. It is true*that from a tactical point of view we have. 
gained much. Mr. Asquith has been compelled to recognise - 
that the. Woman- Suffrage issue is one of immediate practical | 
importance., .That Woman Suffrage should thus have come 
within the range of practical. politics is almost. universally. 
ascribed..to our militant agitation. The one conclusion to be- 
drawn from the Government’s statement is that further pres- 
sure must still be brought to bear. This is the moment, not 
for changing our policy, but. for pursuing it with increased © 
determination and vigour. Methods that have achieved: this » 


KHURST. 


“ness of this suggestion. ; an 
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important ‘sdatement on “the: attitude of the Asquith in ‘the: firma’ ive: would. be 
woman suffrage was made: by Mr. Asquith. on ‘Wednesday, the pledge he had given: if the Bill in conte ‘was 
20, in reply:to a deputation of Liberal M.-P. 's, who asked - in such manner. 
“him te--give facilities for the passage. of Mr. ‘Stanger’ S.. Bil the ‘Wheat: withdrew. 
In reply, Mr. Asquith: said that. it, was evident, to ‘evetybo dy: inior ¢ Press. 
impetus in years, in ‘spite of what he. might call Me expresséd his vie the: fea 
antics of- some of its supporters, which antics wére regafded a woman sufftage. measure - du Pacharient 
“with shame and no little contempt. by responsible. people. another deputation ‘only - four months. ‘and we are free: 
own position: with regard: to woinen’ suffrage was a: delicate: merits: ‘of: ‘this: 


one. He had not yet reached that stage of grace in which that, quite apart. from the. 


> 


statesmaniike point of view. “He then defended ‘the: refusal 
“No Facilities tor ‘Mr. Stanger's Bill. of the country should-be deliberately expressed, and. that 
With to the - -suggestion facilities. should” one: ‘eould pretend ‘that. it was afi issue prominent at. the 
this session for the passing of Mr.’Stanger’s Bill, that” glection.” It is, doubt, perfectly true that. Mr. Asquith. then. 
“was wholly out of the question. The time of the session had only spoke of the: ‘action “of the. whereas. now he 
“already been appropriated, and.in_the present state of public” “only states: that the Go nt, without initiating, ‘will 
business, the Governthent could not possibly. allot a whole week collectively oppose the proposal: ‘But: ‘it: must, be. ‘perfectly 
to.any measure not of its own initiation. He understood, how: obvious that ‘the- permission ‘by @-Governnient to allow an - 
“ever, that the. deputation did not press: that point. Their desire» amendment which has already received the deliberate 
to have this ont in the Present ofthe House to be inserted in their own Bill is tantamount. - 


the: méiithers of the deputation were so firmly cand ‘estab We 


2 


“to adopting it Tf Mr. Asquith still -holds to ‘his former: 


“Electoral Reform te. Men. that so: grave 4” change -requires a deliberate vote, fromi the ~ 

for its: adoption it: i is his-duty as head of the ‘Govern-- 

Politics”. were full of surprises, and sometimes: of -ment to maintain this view. actively as well as passively, and to” 
catastrophes. Barring accidents, however, he regarded it asa -defend the constitutional principle which he has laid-down so. 
indeed, a binding obligation: of, this Government; before 


In this attitude he-would no. doubt find as much Support. 


_efletive scheme for the: reform. of our 


supporter though Mr..L George is of the movement. 
~The present state of our electoral laws, with its artificialities, We are glad, however, to note the Minister has laid 
Cite delays, its qualifications, its indefensible categories of voters 


down one proviso which is. ble of fulfilmient, 
“the fact that it conferred on the class: which needed-it least, $ ly impossi 


- before he will adopt even his. permissive attitude ; ‘that an-over-~ 4 

plural voting” view. of all these things no Liberal “whelming- declaration - in favour of the ‘suffrage. should come 
Government and no “Liberal. House. of Commons would: be the women of En ngiand. Miss. Pankhurst for her’ ‘part, 

performing its duty if f it failed to make its : 


to judge from the which. we publish this morning, 
to nid. these. injustices... = satisfied, and, in spite of Mr, Asquith’s declara- — 
tion, intends to resume drastic measures, which, however, 
"Government, Neutral on Woman Suffrage. ‘not seem te mmelude that this last condition is 
ment to introduce‘such a measure of electoral reform, it ‘would THE. 46 DAILY 


clearly be within their’ competence. to ‘seek by amendment - Or 
“extension of the Government. Bill-to: effect the: 


has’ done wisely to decide that | this 


reach. a decision. within the life of this Parliame 
the great“ purpose. they had view. Such an amendment. “have. never the argument the 

or extension the ‘Government: could: not “oppose for the simple 


sufficient reason fhat two-thirds ‘of his colleagues in® the” manda to. handle such ast this.” At went : 


Cabinet sympathised with and. appeared of this to ic faith: 
votes to women, RO: specific ‘mandate to deal “with: plural: voting” or ‘the: ‘second 


: llot, or the Lord eeds. no specific 
- He did. not hesitate to ‘that it would: net any’ ‘Gust ot an’s 
duty as a Government to oppose an: amendment. i ift “which i clear deduction: from. the democratic. -principle. We. 
of ‘women’s if approve by. ‘the House of Commons. 


ea 


A. 

¥ 


know of no adequate: statement of that. principle Save -this—— 
Democratic a right: to a share deciding the policy of the country, 
one must. ‘be perfectly” frank, -whose interests: can ‘be: affected. for good or evit. by just 
ofthat’ kind must be a change ‘on democratic lines. “unjust government. Accept that: principle: ina modern: come 


The Government’ ‘would certainly this -a condition of munity, and. no quibbling- can ‘résist its extension. fo 


giving votes to women, Subject to that,-and in view-of: the While. their ‘was the home, .and while: government. was - 
state of opinion in the Liberal: party, he could*not oppose conéernied with: Tittle: more than: “police and justice. and the 
having this object in view, and. the Government security’ of the ‘kingdom, the exclusion of women fre 


from the vote 
to leave such an to the. dec isios ision of. the. “was at least an arguable. “position. ‘Toalay. women. have gone 
House of Gommons. : 


into the world, and: government entered. the: 
_ It was necessary for hig: add. in that They frequent. the: schools, work ‘if the. factories, fill the Pro 
a great constitutional: change of: this kind -could* be made it. “fessions. Government legislates for: birth and: motherhood, 


clearly have. behind it the support—and. the strong and.” affects: the price of food, dictates ‘the education of children, 
undoubted support—of women. -of the as. fegulates the conditions under which women shall work. They 


the. present: electorate. governmient a contert as direct as they have as 


x Mr. Stanger expressed eratiode for the ‘assurances ‘given mothers: workers the greatest of.-all. “stakes the 


Mr. Asquith. Tilt it. recogniisés their full citizenship, ‘no nation” a4 
Before the deputation. withdrew; ‘Me. Leif asked. if it: isa democracy. ‘In making their cause its own, Liberalism at 
might be distinctly «understood that. the promised Reform Bill last deserves its claim.to be the democratic party. New. Zea- 
would be drafted on: lines wide to. of the: giving land, ant Finland have led. the: Ragland, 


é 


flow. THE GOVERNMENT: wi, DEAL with, QUESTION IN THe ‘PRESENT PARLIAMENT. 
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Cas or the ofa it must to the: to. Carry such a change, It could not decently or Sons, 

writer on to urge the ef 3 ise that sitigle issue. thére. is no to discuss: the 


the: Prime Minister did not pretend that he favourell the 
ing Wei are sow to believe that organisations hs have shows. -whilé ‘he intimated that one-third of his Cabinet were opposed 


as 


mich: energy. and self-saci rifice ean fail to. see. that the pre- 


these two militant bodies. continue to their vigour in dis-_ ‘White may have done wisely in 


erediting the Liberal party we they may find women the right to vote, the manner in which it has mdde thle 
Selves at. the critical moment “without-an ally. Suppose, for concession has been_both: mischievous and wrong. <It ‘has 


that ‘the Comimons pass a Suffrage and the Lords given way to.the Woman’s Suffragists rather becausé it fears 
With what assurance could Liberal Government their. terrible finging of bells at. elections and. their persistent 


then carry. ‘this i issue. to the country, if all the while the women -effotts. to secure the: defeat of Liberal candidates than becatise - 
themselves. are doing. their. utmost to. destroy its prestige? Ministers are. conscientiously convinced that the reform ‘de 
‘more mature and experienced _| leader than. Miss Christabel~ manded is. just and necessary, It-is surrender to fear ‘rather.< 
- Pankhurst would-have understood that the pledge which Mr. 3 than a Boley dictated by conviction. 
may: naturally be asked- why; having’ gone. $0. far, is clearly indicated: by his suggestion that the Govern=_ 


ae 


quith didnot: go a little further, and promise'that the Govern- ment would not oppose an amendntent introducing Woman’s 
iS “ment Bill itself ‘should contain a clatise for extending the fran-~ Suffrage.: This concession is a tribute to the success of the 


Ww 


= ; chise to women: “The; answer is, ‘we. suppose; first that the -vehement agitation-of the last few months, _and is another 


Cabinet is not agreed uporr the ‘subject; aod, secondly, thatthe instance of surrender ‘to noisy clamour which every. sane hes 
Government. do not feel justified upon. their own responsibility in liever. in will read. 


proposing 86 great. a change. ‘We are not. ‘sure that this. latter. 


promise a omen’s 
ot appear very substantial. To some it will seem that whether-the fate of the Bill which it 
Ministers, having come’ to the brink, had better have taken the Shall be bound up with- a proposal for the enfranchisement 
“plunge. Practical people, ‘however, will not quarrel over the women. - “What Mr. As squi ith meant exactly by his proviso. that 
when. so important. an end. is now brought within sight. in ‘the case of women the change must be on democratic 
The: ‘Prime. ‘Minister’ s pledge amounts to this—that. facilities lines was not further. explained; but if the objection i is 
shall given. to the Housé. of Commons, before the Present property franchise, it would almost Seem as though the Govern- = 
Parliament-comes to- af end, to insert Woman Suffrage i in ~ment’s pr Bill might develop into an Suffrage 


| 
‘Bil. “wilt assutedly pass the House: men and women‘ too.. We hope it may. 


The thus offered: tothe Supporters of s “rendering very absurd the. contentions of those keenly: partisan 
indeed, remote ‘and ‘hedged - wath. obstacles. The Govern- Liberals who have ridiculed the agitation as “mere foolis 
: ment may not live to introduce its scheme’ of. electoral reform. Asquith’s statement is not equivalent to-a pledge. ‘The | 

“Since the time of next Session is becoming definitely pledged to . soundly logical course in the ‘circumstances would have been’ 


LF 


A 


; 


reform of the Poor Law as the principal measure, the chance for Government as a Government” to have on its. on 
any other principal measure during the present Parliament esponsibility pressed forward Woman’s Suffrage,- instead of 
is small. Again, though will clearly be of ‘ingloriously. standing “by, nudging members of the rank 
duce a ‘women’s. suffrage. 1dmen enever. the f it, and TE jou lead, we will 43 

¢atried, . The split between: those-who want. Simply to abolish writer to. Mr. squith?s “qualification — 

“the, sex disqualification and: those who will have nothing less the clause must: be on. democratic lines, and points 
~ than. adult suffrage is likely tobecome : more pronounced as time _ that if-adult suffrage i is contemplated, that would imply a rev0= 

| ae a Proceeds, ‘There are many who would support the extension ution which is not likely to be accomplished. The only rea 
oi the to-women on the present basis: while practical proposal as. that of the who demand: 4 


“the: “extension- of the franchise to women on the ‘present basis - 


‘the ground. that this would inerease-the undemocratic prom : 
perty vote.’ “This, indeed, was suggest\d: by Mr. ‘Asquith’s con- may: tiller ‘on the question the 
“eluding ‘words. “The-Government's acquiescence in a women’s ii ing methods strenuowbly pursued by the. women: Suffragists: 


suffrage amendment will be conditional upon the change pro: “pave advanced: or retarded their catise. with the general bedy 
posed being upon siffic ciently democratic lines. This still leaves. of the ‘electors and created good or a bad imipression on 
it open to the Government to Oppose any particular amendment country.” ‘There can be no'doubt that'they have made aa: 


‘on the ground: that it is not democratic... For all that, Mr. pression, ‘strong: and on the 
| epoch in in the history of the Sova | 

snot yet reach “upon 

could more'striking instance of their Fike of Women’s: Suffrage, as he told a deputation “of tits 
habitual levity. than the Prime: Minister willingness followers: ‘yesterday ; -but he has reached the state of funk which 
minor: electoral arrangements with @ scheme for en- “for. practical, purposes often amounts to the same thing, and is 
the. womanhood of the: United Kingdom ? he ‘teady to submit to a momentous change in the Constitution without 
‘personally convinced of its justice of wisdom. 
| property Nos he sponge has been thrown up, arid the. only question bow 


4 

eer 

| 

++ 
ae 
| re 
> 

] 
> 

> 

ix 

+ 

< 

: 


wed 


“VOTES. ‘FOR 
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of surrender was explained by the Prime Minister yesterday, and< 


ats‘ superfine casuistry must evoke the jealousy and admiration of. . 


all trintmers, living or We shall not give you the vote,” 


Says the. spokesman of the Government to his tormentors; ‘but if 
you exert” yourselves to take it from us, we shall not resi | 
Phere i8 to be a general Reform Bill introduced. before, the eae: = 
_ of this Parliament, and if the advocates of Female Suffrage can 
Carry an. amendment in .its favour in. the House of Commons, the 

“Ministry will be prepared to incorporate it with the measure. Two ° 
-conditions are attached to the promise, in which Radical: opponents 


of the change will perhaps descry an avenue of escape still open. 
eS Mr. Asquith stipulates that the amendment should have the “ over- 


~ whelming support of 'the women of the country ”»—though he does 

~~ not explain i in what fashion that endorsement i is to be registered and © 
/. ©certified. And the change must be effected “upon democratic 
- lines,” which can only have’ the meaning ascribed to it, by his 


own supporters in the Press—that the vote shall not be confined to” 


- ‘women of the propertied class, but. ‘extend to the general community 


of the sex, married and single. Mr. Asquith may have reckoned, 


or he may not, that the first condition is unlikely to be fulfilled, 


s and that the second opens a prospect too portentous for even a 
House of Commons like the present. 


_ Subtlety appears to underlie the prompt rejection of the Premier’ Ss 


The suspicion of some such 


wor is Inn as a basis of 


THE WESTMINSTER GAZETTE. 
This ¢ eel not satisfy the militant Suffragists. ° Miss Christabel 


x: Pankhurst ~~ this morning that they will be content - with 


‘ nothing less 
“sion, which she certainly will not get. 
that the Government cannot shirk direct responsibility in this’ 

_ matter, she is on stronger ground. We agree that, whatever 


an an actual proposal by the Government this Ses- 
‘When she says, however, . 


_ mechanical means might be employed of embodying. Woman Suf-. 


BiG 


4 frage in the Bill, it could. not in the final stage proceed with any 


chance of success unless it were accepted by the Government and - 


commended by them to the country. At the same time, it is clear, 

_. from Mr. Asquith’s statement, that the Government will not—and > 

“- probably could not without causing a fatal rupture in their own’ 

__tircle—introduce a Woman Suffrage Bill into this Parliament of 

a _ their own initiative. If that were a necessary condition, the ques- 
-. tion would-have to be postponed to another Parliament. 


Now, this state of the case isexceedingly unsatisfactory from: all 
points of view. We are not blaming Mr. Asquith, for he has to 
- face the facts, and the chief fact is that the party system has broken 
“down before this question. The supporters of Woman Suffrage 


-/ are entitled to say that for some years past there has been a large _ 


_ Majority;*certainly in one House and probably in both Houses, for 
_ their proposal. And yet their movement has made no ‘progress, 
because on beth sides there has been a minority strong enough to 
_ prevent its being made a Government question when either the 
Unionist or the Liberal party has been in power. . It is not a party 


| _ question, we are accustomed to be told, and precisely because it 


_is at a party question it has failed to make progress. Hence the 
- difficulty in which the Government find themselves ‘at the present 
- Moment, and the attempt to solve it by waiving Government action 
-and allowing the majority in Parliament to have its way when op- 
~ portunity offers. Yet Mr. Asquith, while intimating this benevolent — 
“neutrality on the part of the Government, attaches two conditions. 
‘The measure must (1) have behind it “ the overwhelming support 


- Of the women of the country no less than the support of men,” 
a it must be cast “on democratic lines.” 


Plea for a Referendum. RO 

For the moment we will leave the second out of account. It 
‘raises very important and difficult questions, but they are after 
> all questions for the Government to settle, and they are not at all 


: insoluble. The first condition, however, is ‘all-important, and 
How, between now and next year—for ; 


Must soon be very urgent. 
anyone ‘who considers the Parliamentary time-table and the 
“mechanism of reform will see that an Electoral Reform Bill must 
_ be introduced before the end of next year-+are we to get proof that 
san Suffrage has behind it ‘the overwhelming support of the 


- women of the country no less than the support of men 2? Peti-” 


_ tions and demonstrations will not give it, for there can scarcely be 


- more of them than there have been during the last eighteen months, 


and pledges given by members or candidates when the subject. 


was not in any practical form before the country are rather slippery 
ground for legislation which is likely’to arouse a great deal of 
elemental feeling. The whole logic of the case drives towards the 
adoption of the referendum as the only Satisfactory ‘solution of 
the problems which Mr. Asquith’s statement presents. the’ 
_ Government cannot make Woman Suffrage a Government _measure, 
“and if it will yet accept Woman Suffrage provided it has an over: 
~-whelming support in the country behind it, then we ought to have 


“some quite clear and definite method of testing opinion. The diffi- 


of regard for their own record and ‘their own ‘The “the municipal register would at- give ‘very ines 
formation about ‘the views of women, infomation at the 


- now to see him abdicate in favour of a ‘majority of his Cabinet, 


“surrender his own convictions, and request the deputation to amend ~ 
* an Electoral Reform Bill—which he promised in a speech with 
Dissolution writ as large in its phrases as it. was writ inthe 


figures. the. Budget—in the sense Gesired by Mr. Stanger and his 
supporters. It is true that Mr. Asquith still insists on a compre- 
- hensive demand for the vote from the women ‘of England. But he 


. must know this to be an impracticable test, : and one, moreover, for 


which Suffragism, very prudently, shows no ‘desire whatsoever. 


~ Apart from any merits or demerits of the question at issue, we can 


conceive of nothing more. disasttous than the granting of the — 


franchise to women on this go-as-you-please principle. Electoral 


-boons provided from fear-and not’ from conviction come to no good. 


- render of his. own convictions. 


- have been. very painful, but he gets no thanks for it. - The indomit-. 


. assurances as this. 


that the pledge Mr. Asquith gave is a 


his. 


“We feel [seniy's sorry for Mr. Asquith. The nation refuses to oars 
at the mouth when the Lords do their duty, and he gets no credit 
even from the Suffragettes when he announces an ignominious sur- 


Government will,not. oppose a Women’s Suffrage amendment to 
their Reform Bill. Considering his known opinions, this. must 


able Miss \Pankhurst is not to be conciliated by any such vague 
She holds, and we agree with her, that in such 
a matter the Government cannot escape their responsibility, and — 


“THE “ EVENING NEWS.” 
Although Mr. Asquith’s promise with regard to ‘Women’s Suffrage 


is a trifle vague as to date, and although it is well known that 


matters left to the death-bed very often do not get handled at all, 
especially in the case of Governments which are liable to accident, 
the supporters of the cause can ved upon a 


_ very distinct advance. 


DISCUSSION 


‘We have never to justify the tactics of the Suffragettes, 


And we hope Mr. Asquith’s will bea certain 


He has brought himself, or Miss — 
Maloney’s bell has brought him, to the point of declaring that the 


because we have always felt that mo section of the community can ~ 


elaim 4 right to employ methods which, if generally adopted,-would 


fesult in pandémonium.. At the samé time, we have recognised that — 
these tactics kave paid in a political sense. The Suffragettes 
evidently knew their own business, for no one supposes for one 


Mr. Asquith would have given the pledge which he gave. yesterday. 
Miss Christabel Pankhurst, it need hardly be said, is not satisfied. 


‘ She i is somewhat in the position of a very young lady who, being | 


told to pray for whatsoever she might desire, offered a petition for 
the gift of a white rabbit. Disappointed at. the lack of:immediate 
results, she amended her petition to “1 want a white atid 


-want.it now.” 


Miss: Pankh: ust: and her want the vote and they wait 


mow, and we fear that Mr. Asquith’s concession will not save him _ 
or his Colleagues from attacks of these Amazons. .- 


The meaning | of Mr. Asquith’s pledge is plain. Winns Saltese 


will be passed through the House of Commons before, the present 


BY 


(By: Our SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.) - 
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The ‘Council of the Women’s Liberal Federation met to RE 


discuss women’s suffrage on Thursday morning. On her first 


appearance on the platform the Countess of Carlisle was greeted _ 
with prolonged applause. The president, in a. speech lasting — 


nearly. an hour, which was received with the greatest igre | 


siasm, referred with profound: gratitude to the “ pledge” 
the Prime Minister (‘‘ all honour to him’), and oneal 
loyal Fedération of Liberal Women ’’ on. the success. 


-which was due to their faithful. service to their party. 


urged them to.prove ‘their thankfulness to the Cabi 


is find a which is to both: but a vote on 


t, two-. 
thirds of whom were ‘heart and soul with them,” and their 
~ great. Prime Minister, who: retained “an on 
question. 


Carlisle thén a resolution of rejoicing and gratis 


EVENING STANDARD ‘AND. st. JAMES GAZETTE.” 
If Mr. Asquith has believed: anything sincerely, the has clearly is 

‘believed that votes for women would be a disastrous blundet.. ‘But 
those who admired him for-so much consistency and courage have 


moment that if they had never carried on their strenuous agitation _ 
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Miss Alison 
land méved that affiliated associations should be ur red: ‘work 
only’ for candidates who gave open support to en’s suf- 


in their ‘election speeches and addresses, and Lady . 


~McLaren moved as a rider. that associations redouble their 
efforts on behalf of such candidates. 


“moved: that Libefal women endeavour. to be represented on 


Aivisional: ‘The ‘motions were: a. large 


W. L.A., that ‘unless women’s suffrage i is granted before the 
dissolution of Parliament, the’ time will have arrived for 4 
definite refusal. on the. part of Liberal women to. work at Par- 
-Hamentary tions. ’” 


women, who put principle before party. Mrs; Osler, of Bir- 


mingham, in seconding, declared that if Lady Carlisle’s 
optimism were justifiable, there was every reason to suppor: - 


the Cuckfield resolution, which. arranged for-a contingency 
which would never arise. The president then ‘decided that the 


_ debate must be cut: two more> be 
on each side. 


Mr. Adrian Corbett, ‘soni of ‘Be M. ‘te Grinstead,. 


‘Miss Ashton explained’ ‘that the 
strike” policy was the only: course. open to. self-respecting 


~~ 


We had measore once. ‘before—in 1884 I 


= 
Cargo. 


the Lords made difficulties about it the women were thrqwn over to: 
i ighen the ship.” This time, again, we are not to be part of the 


“hip. We are only deck cargo again if. we 
~. again’ we shall be thrown over, ‘because i 


Edwards further 


in in this form, and 2 
it is really and truly 


a measure of democratic reform, for the men we may be perfectly — 
sure that the Lords will cut it down as low as they dare,.and that. Cm 
will certainly include cutting dqwn the women. So that, though 

people are ‘satisfied, I ‘see no cause for satisfaction at all, ~~ 4% 


me 
The one thing that we have gainéd—and even that I dot’t feel “9 
very confident about myself—is: that they can never tell us again 
that the franchise cannot be extended to women in this Parliament... 
‘Prime Minister appears to have said that this Reform 
would be introduced in the last séssion of this Parliament, 
measure for women’s enfranchisement might be intro uced ag 


side wind then. 


What Mr: Asquith meant by Saying that this reform- is to ‘be 
ona democratic basis: we do not know. It is vague. 
it will" be a democratic. basis on which the men’s reforms will bat? 
Based. We will be satisfied with exactly the same—nd more, 


less. 


by the 


We 


and that,” 


assume 


It is another attempt, to my: mind, to block women’s suffrage ~ 


question of adult suffrage and the large proportion. of 


women over men. If it is adult suffrage, I am afraid we shall never. a 


‘geta chance. Men will never face having more women: voters than” 
“men voters. - 

There the danger of this pronouncement of 
_ Asquith. His pronouncement concedes nothing except the. sight 


to introduce another measure in this. Parliament. 


spoke strongly in favour of the Cuckfield resolution, saying 
that the president seemed -to. consider women’s suffrage an. _ 


of them are directly pledged ‘to supportit. 


accomplished fact. 


- unaltered, -Mr. Asquith had given them what they already - 


had, and pledged not to do what he would never have been 
_ able to do. 


of whose number had voted for Mr. Stanger’s Bill, and those 
mainly because they knew it had no chance becoming law. 


Vote for Cuckfield,”’ urged Mr. Corbett, atid force on 


leaders, who lag behind you.’” 
This speech produced an ‘extraordinary scene of sacltemmnit 


and confusion, the speaker being. continually interrupted by 


booings and hisses and cries of ‘Time! ‘Sit down! Turn 
him out! ” from the majority and. enthusiastic cheers. from the 
minority. Seldom has the Council been so greatly moved. On 


The women’s’ suffrage cause still rested at the 
_ mercy of Liberal members pledged to its support, ‘only a part 


‘He proceeded to show. that the Prime .. 
_ Minister’s ‘‘ pledge ” was a myth, and the situation practically 


‘PROGRAMME 


OF “EVENTS. 


_the’resolution being put, the it to be lost 


an overwhelming majority. 


Grove and Strickland - urged the Corneil 


40. accept the invitation of the National Union of. Women Suf- 


. frage Societies, and be officially represented i in the forthcoming 


. procession. .At the suggestion of the chair, the Council vetoed 


-this, the reason being that the Women’s Freedom League was - 


also taking part in the. demonstration. No division was ‘taken, 
but the feeling ran high against the ‘pettiness of such a refusal, 
and it was generally felt that had discussion been eines, the 


‘VIEWS: OF MISS. MARGARET (ASHTON. 


Miss Margaret Ashton, presiding on Friday at the quarterly | 


‘meeting of the North. of England Society for‘ Women’s Suf- 


_ frage, referred to the recent declaration of Prime Minister 


as follows : — 


Asquith said is going ‘$0. a very 
measure of reform. This, he says, will be on democratic lines ; 


but we do not know in the least what the provisions of that Reform 4 


Bill of Mr. Asquith’s dealing with the enfranchisement of men will be. 


All he says with regard to women is that they will not be included ae 


in the Reform Bill. Are we-satisfied?—(Cries of ‘‘ No.”) That is 
what satisfied the men. 
_ always been the . constitutional practicé—that / we may have an 


. amendment moved to his Reform Bill enfranchising women, but. 


: that is not ‘making it part of the, Government Bill. An amend- 
‘ment moved ‘by a private. member ‘would not be an integral part 
ot the Bill, and- the Government would not be responsible for 
it through. We knew we could move an there - 
is ‘no gain there. 


He says that. the Whips shall not tell it. 


That méans that the Government as a solid body will not vote. 
against it; and° will not instruct members to vote against it. 


It 
would bé useless to instruct members. to vote against it, as marly 


‘great gain for us. Even if we get an amendment engrafted on the 


Government Bill; when it comes to the-House of Lords the: Govern.. 


“ment. is ‘not: tied. to see amendment bisten, 


,He has said what-we all know—it has” 


Therefore, that is no . 


up to June 13 (as far as at present arranged). 
| Home” Christabel urst | 
Hendon Eates, Miss M. Bracken 
Queen’s-road Miss onolan ss New 
a 
Hull Mrs. Martell 
Malvern” Miss Keevil, Miss Howey 
Fri. 29 Stratford, Workmen’s Hall New, Miss Conolan pa 
Hereford, Open Air Miss Keevil 
Sat. 30 Home,” Rone eld!Miss Nell 
Hereford, High Town ‘Tiss Keevil 
Ealing, Open Air. eeting|Miss Home, Miss Vera Went-'5.30p.m. 
(Y. H. B.'s) worth, Miss DaHas 
Sun. Bradford, Shipley Glen, Great|Mrs. Pankhurst, Miss Adela, 3.30pm. 
Demonstration | Pankhurst,.Miss Gawthorpe,, 
Miss Nell Kenney, Mrs.Baines,, 
rmingham Small eath iss Keevi 
Rye !Miss Jessie Kenney, Mrs. ‘Clarke: 3-30 p.m." 
Clapham Common Miss Nancy Lightman,’ Mis‘; 3pm. 
Cameron, Mrs. Sanders | 
Blackheath Miss Christabel Pankhurst, Mrs./ p.m 
ead Heath _|Mrs.. Leigh, era 30 
d | worth, Miss Higgins | 
Regent's Park Mise New, Miss Douglas Smith | 7 p.m. 
Battersea Park -|Miss Lightman, Miss Cameron, 6pm. & 
‘June Mrs. Sanders 
Mon. 1 London, Portman Mrs. Pethick Lawrence, Miss; 4—6. 
Home ” Christabel Pankhurst 
Birmingham, Temperance Ha’). Miss Keevil,.Mrs. Kerwood, 
Ealing, Victoria Hall, Public|Miss Christabel Pankhurst, Miss 8 p.m. 
Meeting .. Sharp, Miss Conolan 
“| Dulwich, Debating Society Miss H. ‘Lightman | 
Sheffield \Mrs, Pankhurst 
-|Stratford, Town Hall | Mrs. Drummond, Mrs. Baldock 
Huddersfield, W.S.P.U.  |Miss Nell Kenney _ Spm 
Birmingham, Haddley-road |Miss Keevil 
Wed. 3 Wolverhampton, Victoria Hall Lawrences, Miss 3 p-m. 
Strand, Nurses’ Club, 12, Buck- Miss Christabel Pankhurst 2. 30-3: 
ingham-street 
Greenwich, Royal Hill School Miss New, Miss Eve 7.30 
Kensington, “At Home” - “The Committee” of Kensing-| 4—6 
ton W.S.P.U. 
Thur, 4! London, Portman Rooms, Con Miss Christabel Pankhurst 
Portman Rooms, ‘Ai Mrs, Pethick Lawrence, Miss! 8 p.m. * 
_~ Wolverhampton, Market-square Miss Keevil 
Fri. Coventry, Open Air Meeting .,;Miss Keevil ; 
Sat. Coventry, Open Als iMiss Keevil 
Sun. 7 Hyde Park Miss Christabel Pankhurst, Mrs.) 3 pm... 
| Birmingham, ‘Small Heath Miss Keevil 
Manchester, ‘Queen’ s Theatre |Mrs. Pankhurst | 8 
London, Portman Rooms, At ‘Mrs. Pethick Lawrence, Miss 4-6 
Coventry, Open Air,Meeting Miss Keevil _. 
Wed. 10! Coventry, Open Air eting. |Miss Keev 
Thur. Il. Coventry, Open Air Meeting nites Keevil 
| London, Portman Rooms, ** At 
Open Air Meeti 'Miss Keevil 
Fri, 312! Coventry, Open Air Mee og. SS, 
olborn,~ Memorial:Mrs. Pethick Lawrence, ‘Miss 8 p.m, 
Important 1 Futore Events. 
Tune 
Wed. 17} Queen's ‘Hall Banner 3 p-me 
Sun. Hyde Park Desionsiration the Leaders 3 
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“The Scottish lection, beginning, with Kin- 


Sardine and continuing through Dundee, Montrose Burghs, | 


and Stirling Burghs, is-now a completed one, the seat in each 


tase being held for the Government, though in such varying. 


» degrees as to render it very difficult for Government sup- 
“porters to develop pretty theories as to th 


*Joyalty of Scotland ” to the Liberal interest. 


3 ~ ‘Thus in Kincardine the Liberal majority was reduced some 
2 the’ ‘opposition poll was a ‘suffragist: vote. 
~ poll. was ‘less than the combined vote against it, and Montrose. 
showed another majority against the Government. 

Mr. ‘Ponsonby with a majority of 1,361, as against the 600 


Sather discouraging. feature. But for those who have been 
Ee aenigh the whole of these by-elections in Scotland it is readily 


“pee than the usual ones, and Liberal tradi Hons and 


to by a Government Eight Hours Bill. 


especial force with the old weaver element in Dunfermline, and 


poster on the eve of the poll with reference to Mr. Asquith’s 
response to the Liberal members’ deputation, stating, in 
terms, Premier’s: Great Reform Bill,’’. 

following, Votes for Women. ’ The Liberal 


“than once. translated this as a Government pledge on votes for. 
“women. 


‘That the suffragettes Mr. “Avauith’ 


? © quite different lines was revealed by Mrs. Pankhurst, who, 
“speaking in the Opera House on the eve of the poll, un-- 
‘masked the Government’s attitude to votes for women, and 


Wwas followed by both Mrs. Martel and Miss Mary Gawthorpe, 


“who pointed out that the real fight was now beginning. Were 

“women to risk being excluded from the constitution of their 

country altogether by a new Reform. Bill (sic), or were they 
| to band: themselves together, and now, -in united strength, 
- which alone is invincible to get the degrading sex disability 


mot leave women in a worse position than before? 

Meetings of especial interest during the week, in “addition 
- to the ordinary propaganda meetings, were addressed by Mrs. 
* Pankhurst, Mrs. Martel, and Miss Gawthorpe. At Queens- 
“ferry, Mrs. Martel addressed an enthusiastic. and thoroughly 
~-.appreciative audience, the Provost moving the vote of thanks; 


2 ~ Rolland-street Hall, Dunfermline,-when the mothers brought 
3 their knifting in addition to the children, whom. they had been 
a invited to bring with them, and sat and knitted as Mrs. Martel 

“appealed to them in the names of those children. to get their 
Susbands and brothers to “Keep the Liberal out.” 


Bo 


by Mrs, Pankhurst and. Miss Gawthorpe, the latter gaining 


“Special. commendation for enterprise by appearing at the station - 
— at 4.45 a,m. with Miss Joachim, in order to ‘‘ catch the 
as they went out to the first shift, Some minutes- 


“sere train: ‘was due to leave the: station there was a ia 


STIRLING BURGHS. 


hurst, ‘by permission of the responsible authorities,, held asuc- 
_ cessful women’s meeting in the Court House at Stirling. Fol- --— 
lowing on Mr. Asquith’s reply, the. surroundings provided an. = 
excellent illustration for the. charge brought: against. the . 


Pankhurst. As advocate; she. pleaded the case, and f 
having been put in: ‘the dock, was. gailty of the 


“hundfeds, and it has ‘been allowed that. every increased vote | 
In Dundee;- for 
. the first time within the history of that. city, the total Liberal stood in the: accustomed place of the Su fieagette*on pa binge 


. Burghs, in spite of a very short fight on the part “of the ~ 


majority of the late Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, was a_ 
3 ~ Tecognised that in Stirling Burghs the women had even more 


Here a new miners’ vote of 1,000 were specially -appéaled a 
Then, too, 
_ Government programme of old-age pensions was used with, 


- with the army of women workers, who, as keen electioneerers, © 
and having been told by Mr. Ponsonby how anxious he was 

+ to ‘give women votes, had especial weight in this election. It 
ots well known that scores of men who voted for the Liberal | 
in this election believed, as local papers led them. to believe, — 
Mr. had decided that the Government would sup-- 
port the women’s’claim. The ‘‘ Dundee Advertiser published 


“trial town lying between Leeds and Bradford, to make inquiries __ 
for the by-election workers. I found out that the constituency 


_ removed, so that future extensions of the vote to. men may 


and another picturesque meeting was the one held in the : 


~. probably. be another surprise for the local Liberal. 
The miners and railway men had special meetings 


“marks to the miners as they: ited out of the. windows deter- | 


mined. to hear the very last word. 


‘Still another novel situation was. Mis. Panke 


‘Premier in ‘the name of the women of the country by Mise 
Premier 


‘interests of women. 


Lambert, Miss Joachim; and Miss_ Parker. in Dunfermline, 
swept the two cities with last words of advice. “Next day a 


_day—at the entrance to the polling-booth—and asked the voter 
to vote for justice,” ae ‘vote women and 


the Government. 
In the face of all this, it may be thought that the return of | 


Evidence is not thet in’ more ‘thar: one instance: the: 


was adopted by lifelong Liberals, and one especially” 
_ interesting case hails from Stirling, where a -well-known ex-' 
Provost, with a long, well-known record for Liberalism, had 
decided to cast in his lot with the women’s cause.” 
_ the results in Scotland. have not been so. outwardly successful ~ 
-as in some English constituencies, the women’s movement is _ 


‘Although 


advancing by leaps and bounds in this country, and the reaping 


--will follow very soon. For so far as the by-election policy. is 
concerned, Scotland is to-day somewhat i in_ the same stage of | 


suffrage development | as England was during the first by- - 
election campaigns there: And the seed sown in these four 
Scottish elections will bear fruit. As for the eee. SO: 


~ 


YORKSHIRE: ‘REPORT. 


Sunday Miss Kenney and Miss Newton hela two. 
good meetings on the Feast Ground, Birstall (near Bradford), 
where we made a great many new members. 

There was & Women’s meeting in the Dewsbury Towa Hall on. 


r, Wednesday night, and the 200 women. present : showed that Mr. 
Runciman will have the opposition of. influential women when - 
-in Scotland followed this up by leader and article, and more : 


he seeks. re-election if something has not been done to give them 


On Friday ’ evening went into Pudsey, a “scattered indus: 


is about 12 miles in extent, touching Stanningley (Leeds) at one - 


end and Tong-(Bradford) at the other. It has a population ‘i 


of over 60,000 people, and consists /of ten. towns, of 
which seven are industrial and three mi centres. Before ~ 
I been many minutes in the ‘town the word had gone 
round that the Suffragettes had arrived, and the. interest dis- 
play yed on all sides made me decide to hold a meeting the 
ollowing evening, hoping that the Scotch workers would arrive. 
by that time.. The °y did not however, so. that Miss Lishman and 
Newton. and others of our Bradford workers held 
alone. Long before the advertised time of the meeting the 
market place was crowded, thousands of people flocked in from. 


every side. We had a little trouble from the boys,who were 
armed with bad oranges-that they threw at intervals. None 


touched us, however, and as the people. did not like being hit 
themselves, they soon put a stop to it. I am quitesure we ~. 


created a good impression, and that now the first meeting is over 


the workers who follow me will find it easy and pleasant. ‘work, 
The Bradford “ Observer.” is amuséd by the statement: made by- 
Miss C. H. Pankhurst that we are strong in Yorkshire, a 
perhaps as it never appears to see anything in the political 
situation but what is for the benefit of Party Liberalism, it” will | 
be easy to surprise the editor at Pudsey. 

‘Next Sunday, May 31, our great meeting on Shipley Glen 3 is to” 
be held; it ‘wi ‘be. igger than we had hoped: at first, and will 
Next week hundreds of ‘letters are leaving the 
tising the Hyde Park Demonstration the 
women of Bradford. Huddersfield, too,. is being canvassed, and — 


there, as in. Leeds; we are holding women’ 's meetings, with the 
_ object of selling tickets for June 21. “On May 30, the W. S. and © 
P. U-is holding an At Home for Mrs. Pankburst in the Rossefield 


wressed when the speaking Suffragette, 

nothing fell immediately: on their. tratks, -moufited 

“station*seat on their disappearance into the ¢arriages, and con- 
eluded.a most “successful. “meeting: by ‘addressing her final 


On the eve of the poll. streetzeotner meetings were held i in 
; practically’ every corner of the constituency. _ Mrs. Pankhurst, - 
~ Miss Gawthorpe, Migs Fraser, Miss Dugdale, Miss Lamb, Miss 
‘Macaulay in. Stirling, and Mrs. Martel, Miss Phillips, 
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SCOTTISH. ‘WOMEN'S. SOCIAL 1 


Mee Burner, 2, St. James Place, 
Joint ‘Secretaries’: “Miss Gracr PaxrERson, Mrs. Prance. 
Organising Secretary : Miss HELEN FRASER. 
"COCKBURN “BUILDINGS, ‘BATH STREET, GLascow. 


This tis chief events interesting to W. SP. U. members— 


Will: ‘all friends who intend ‘take. ‘part: in this | 
on. June ai kindly send their names to.141, Bath- 
_= street, Glasgow, as soon as possible, so that arrangements may — 
be made for all to meet: together and walk together to Hyde 


‘Park. If want to have thee ve must 


__ know who are going, pee 


“our central office, 141). Bath-street, Glasgow, not later than: 
“Friday of each week, prior to the publication of the ‘paper, and 


Scottish or National—have been the result of the - should be marked “‘ For Votes ror WoMEN.” 
Our ‘At Homes” on afternoons will be 


by-election “Mr, Asquith’s  sutrender,” as, the 
“Spectator” calls it, Although it was not expected that what was. 
- done by the women at Stirling would result in the defeat of the 
yet it has afforded us an ‘opportunity ‘of explaining 
-to the electots our aims and our “policy. - In some of these 


county districts all that was known of our“ movement” had 


of political-questions, and everywhere were heard expres. 


gathered from Préss misrepresentations. _It- was the first. 
_ time that some ofthe people in these districts had heard women 


sions of appreciation. “The women spéak so well,” “The 
women put their case so and ‘onvincingly,” The 


As to “ Mr. Asquith’s sutrender,” some do not ‘togara: it as. 


belting out much. hope; for it is involved in a scheme of electoral _ 


STIRLING BURGHS BY-ELECTION. 
Committee. Rooms: 44, Murray-place, Stirling. 


‘last. of the four Scottish by-elections is over, and the 
result materially is even more against us than the others, but we 
are not discouraged. _We need not fight for direct results here 


in Scotland with our present policy. It is an excellent adver: 


tising and educative policy, and that, meantime, is enough. ° 


This week ‘we have had meetings in Culross, Inverkeithing, 
and St. Ninians, in addition to our Stirling dinner-hour, open- 
air, women’s meetings, . and every one, without 


oe _ reform which will have the effect—if carried for men—of putting has been excellent. 


: «Spectator ’) ‘ Why am I not to have a vote ?’ we reply, ' Because > 


Rese the question of Votes for Women for some years, 
_At present the franchise is on such an easy basis that ; say man 


“who is worth a_vote can earn’ it with little or no effort on his 


part ‘Itis quite otherwise with women, who have no representa’ 
~ tion whatever. Therefore we ask from the Government a pledge — 
to.put Women’s Franchise on their | programme asa separate and 
distinet measuré. We do not want issues confused. Let: women 
stand together. and continue to work for for women ” 

until they get it. . - 
_-The “ Spectator’ 3” article of. Satusday, the 23rd entitled 


Mr, Asquith’s Surrender,” is a view of the question of Women’s 


~ Suffrage which, to its women educated readers, must be very 
-amusinz. Here is extract When a woman asks us (the 


“you are not a man.’ That is: the only reason, but it is. suffi- 
cient. To say this in no way involves the assertion that men 


: are worthier than wonien, or that women ‘are incapable of high — 


_ political thought. “What it does assert is that only one sex can 
_ wisely be given the final control of political affairs, and that i it is. 
- fitting that this sex.should be the male, because it is in the 
ands of the male that Nature has placed the ultima ratio of 
force.” Is the “Spectator” asleep? Does it think 
_ brute force should be given a higher place in the “ final control _ 
of political affairs" than thought or character? Do we wish to. 
~ see the “ final control of political affairs” to be in the hands of . 
men ruled and governed by the Spirit of Christ, for if so, this 
eontrol would not be ‘brute force,” but spiritual force? 
- ‘Women having souls as well as bodies are quite as capable of | 
eveloping this spiritual force as men. The welfare of our 
_-country wit never suffer at the hands of men and women 
~ ‘governed by the Spirit of Christ and by His Beatitudes, We- 


~ women therefore ask for a “direct control of political affairs ” on | 


~ the highest grounds. The right to vote is a human right, ind: 
«women are human beings, and have a to realise their own, 


Our meeting at Hall was suc: 


peaafal: last. Saturday afternoon. The hall was. full, although 
_ every seat was paid for. Dr. John Hunter. presided, and 
gncouraged us as usual by his support and earnest words: Mrs, 


‘Henry Faweett,,LL.D., was our chief speaker, her’ presence 


- Scotland being. our reason for holding the meeting so late in our 


“Glasgow. season. Her speech, ‘as might be expected, was al] 


“one could wish,.and she struck a “« high note,” which must have - 
= appealed to all. (Next week we may be able to send a fuller 
report of it.) She. pleaded for women to stand shoulder to. 
"shoulder ‘come. out parties, and work for siiffrage 


“Mise Mary Gawtborpe was our It. was her 


‘Saieet appearance.in Glasgow, and her bright and telling speech 


fulfilled the expectations she had raised. The meeting con- 
tude by votes of thanks proposed by. Miss Helen Miss 


: Mr. Lloyd George at Edinburgh. 
An effective. protest was made at Edinburgh during Mr. Lloyd | 
George’s meeting on Saturday at a big derzorstration in favour of . 
the Licensing Bill, when women rose- from. different parts of the 
hall and urged that the claims of votes for women must be met. 


Miss Una Dugdale, Mics Burn- Murdoch, Miss Pion 
"Maule, Miss Maconochie, and myself have been speakers, and 


we have had. Mrs. Pankhurst, Miss Mary Gawthorpe, and Mrs. 
Martel, who -had a very successful open-air meeting. One 
Stirling elector who heard Mrs. Martel speak told me he had 


been a supporter. of the Liberals for 29 years, but after hearing % 
her statément of the case he: was going to vote against the Gt 


Government—and there were many others like him in Stirling. 


Our women’s meeting on Thursday afternooh was specially 


gratifying in. results. We gained several new members, and 
Miss Edith Ure has kindly consented to become our hon. 
secretary in Stirling—and her:help and Miss been 
most valuable during this by-election. 


local papers;. especially the “ Journal,” have given us excel- 


_- nt notices, and the very inadequate reports in the other papers 


shave done one very valuable thing—they have made the local 
‘people realise how little educative work is desired for copy, and 


ost -of. 


the of the. poll we had and interested 
meetings, and even on polling day 2 i came and asked us to | 


hold more meetings. 
Altogether, we had a very pleasant the were 


delightful; and we have left many active 2s gabe and a practi- “ 


cally converted town. 


Now we shall have time for our ‘abee work, to arrange for 


our Scottish contingent at Hyde Park on June 21, and. for our 
Summer Coast Campaign, which we intend shall beas successful 


as our last year. 
FRAseR. 


by the Government before dealing with other reforms. . 
‘The first interruption began before Mr. Lloyd George: had com- 
pleted. halfta-dozen- sentences. When tlie interruption was over, 


- Mr. Lloyd George said the worst of it was he agreed with the lady, 
and he said he was sure she would be very sorry, but it was really 
a waste of her eloquence upon him, he would give her the vote 


to-morrow. (A in the gallery : “Thank -you.’’) That is 


‘the first ‘thank- you” I have’ ever ‘hag from Mr. 


Lloyd George, with laughter. 


After she had been ejected another woman «Why don’t 
you give women the vote?””. In reply, Mr. Lloyd George expressed — 
surprise that for 20 years these ladies had never asked. that: 


of a Unionist Government. 

He contintied Lis speech ; again was the. same 
proceedings continued for a constierable and in alla 
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- our opposition to the Governmerit. Another drawing-room meeting 3 


_ that every member should, if possible, be present. 


~ f 
- 7 ‘ 


LOCAL ‘NOTES. 


“Coventry. W.S.P.U.—A local nnion has just. been formed 
~ and bids fair to become a success. 


With the occasional aid of 
workers from headquarters, and the help of our own members, we 


ought to become a real force in Coventry. We are all looking’ 


- forward to a visit from Miss Gladice Keevil. I have been appointed 
secretary pro tem. ALICE LEA. 


Ealing.—Last Saturday the Y.H.B. held an open-air meeting in 
Ealing. As the only place in Ealing where open-air meetings - 
could be held is on the common, we decided to hold our meeting 


- fotind the fountain there, and chalked the flags with announcements 
to that effect. Miss Dallas took the chair, while Miss J. Kenney, 
Miss Wentworth, and myself were the other speakers. 
we were interrupted by a few youths, the meeting was, on the 
whole, quite successful, and we have Laie a- sa to hold another in 


-the same this week. 


D. Home (Hon. Secretarf). 


- Forest Gate ‘and Wanstead Park, W.S.P.U.—Our Union is 
growing rapidly. We have now about so members, many of whom 
are enthusiastic and hardworking. The last fortnight we have been 
extremely busy working up the meeting at Stratford Town Hall, 
organised by our Union. There was a very good attendance. Mrs 


. Pethick Lawrence, Miss Conalon, and Miss Lightman .were the 
There’ was, unfor-— 


speakers, and Mrs. Baldock took the chair. 
tunately, a strong rowdy element, armed with bells, motor horns, 
&c.; which came~into play almost immediately the meeting was 
opened. However, the chairman and speakers persevered splen- 
didly, and the meeting was carried on, even to the putting of.the 
resolution. It was decided on the platform that the hall should 
be taken again at once for a meeting for women only, and this was 
announced. 
meeting, but in spite of the fact that people coming late did not 
buy tickets on hearing the noise and confusion, we still made a 
small net profit. 
meetings. The first was at Stratford, and Mrs. Sleight took the 
chair, and Miss New and Mrs. Baldock controlled and interested a 
crowd reported in the local Press as. numbering several hundreds. 
The second meeting was held at Forest Gate, and the police said 
they had never had so large a meeting there before. These meetings 
have been very encouraging, and we intend to continue them 
throughout the summer. Miss Hewitt, our treasurer, is organising 


- a meeting for teachers for Friday, May 29, at the Workmen’s Hall,- 


Forest Gate. Our monthly “‘ At Homes” at Earlham: Small Hall 
are well attended, and everybody enjoys them. The next will be 
on June 15, when Mrs. Eates will speak for us. 
~ Mek. 

Kensington W.S.P. ee Silver ‘and Miss Bertha Sharp 
gathered a large audience at 84, Brook Green on Monday, May 18, 
to hear Miss Evelyn Sharp, Miss Marie Brackenbury, and Mrs. 
Eates speak on the work of the-W.S.P.U. A lively discussion on 
tactics followed, led by a Liberal gentleman, who disapproved of 


was arranged for us by Mrs. Stratton, at Abingdon-road, on Wednes- 


day, May 20. Miss Brackenbury presided, and Miss Evelyn Sharp, 


Mrs. Eates, and Mr. Laurence Housman spoke: There was a good 
discussion here, also, with a gentleman who wished the Suffrage 
greatly restricted, and another who preferred Adult Suffrage to pro- 
perty qualifications. From both meetings, and from our weekly 


-** At Home,” we secured new members, and promises of help in 
the procession work. The kindness of Mrs. Stratton enabled us > 


to hold a special meeting for business women in the Lecture Room, 


10, Cheniston-gardens, on Thursday, May 21, when Miss Evelyn © 


Sharp and Mr. Joseph Clayton greatly interested their audience, 


and brought home to them vividly the need women have of the 
- power the franchise confers. 


(A notice of our arrangements for 
the Hyde Park procession will be found on page 197.) 


London City Union.—A business meeting will be held at the. 


Portman Rooms, on Thursday, May 28, at 7.30. It is important 


The money 
for our banner is coming in well. Miss Kerr and Miss Alderton 


have each given half-a-guinea, Miss Margaret Smith five shillings, 


Mrs. Shackleton earned 12s. 6d. by extra needlework, and gave it to 
us, and Mrs. Clark has promised eispence a week till our banner 
is paid for. JESSIE KENNEY. 
Manchester W.S.P.U.—On Monday we held a most successful 
meeting at Urmston. Mr.*Scott was in the chair, and Miss Rose, 
Miss Drummond, and I spoke. The usual resolution was carried, 


with only two dissentients, and on the motion of a gentleman in 


the audience, it was agreed to send a copy to Dr. Pollard, who re- 
presented the constituency. Sixteen new members were made. At 
the last meeting arrangements were made for a whist drive, on 
Wednesday, the 27th. It is hoped that members and friends will 


appear at this in great numbers, as we wish it to be a financial 


success. It is to take. place ‘in the Café, 114, Portland-street, at 


~ Buildings, on “Some Aspects of the Suffrage Question.” It was 


Although 


We were naturally disappointed at such a rowdy © 


We have held two highly successful open-air - 


an interesting lecture, and Miss Sybil Thorndyke, “who was chair. - 
man, made a capital little speech. At each of these lectures we 
have had the assistance of one of the members of Miss Horniman’s - | : 
company at the Gaiety Theatre here. On Thursday evening, May 21, 
we had a large and sympathetic audience at our open-air meeting in 

Stevenson-square, wheré-a-resolution condemning Mr. Asquith’s 
attitude and demanding the immediate enfranchisement of women” 

was passed unanimously. On Friday; ata meeting of Fabian 
Society, the following resolution was carried by a large majority : 
“ That this meeting of Manchester Fabians expresses approval ‘of: e 

- the. women’s agitation for the immediate enfranchisement of | 
women,’ at the same time calling on the Prime Minister to grant 
facilities for the third reading of Mr. ’ Stanger’s Bill during the 

' present session, and resolves that a copy of this resolution be sent 
to the Manchester members, asking them to use their influence 
toward this end in the House of Commons.” To-day a most suc-_ 
cessful meeting of teachers was held in the Onward Buildings. We : 
urged them all to go to the monster demonstration on June 21. 
The response was most gratifying, and another meeting for teachers 
is to be held next Saturday. We made many new members. We 
‘are atranging a large demonstration in the Queen’s Theatre on 

Whit Sunday, when Mrs. Parkhurst is to be chief speaker. It is. 

hoped that this demonstration will be the means of ‘swelling the 

numbers of Manchester women in the Hyde Park Demonstration. 

Arnot E. ROBINSON. 


Lewisham W.S.P.U.—A surprise awaited us on Sunday after- 
noon, on. Whitfield’s Mount, Blackheath, in the shape of an opposi- 
_ tion meeting. Some young Socialists, with a red flag, took advan- 
‘tage of the crowd which was awaiting us, and as soon as we 
appeared proceeded to deliver an address on adult suffrage. Not in. 
the least’ abashed by these proceedings, Miss Nancy Lightman 
walked towards another mount; Miss Townshend and I followed, ; 
carrying the banner, taking the whole crowd with us, and in a 
minute of two our meeting was in full swing. Miss C. Pankhurst’s 
meeting on Sunday next and the Hyde Park Demonstration were — 
announced, handbills were distributed, and the rowdy element was 
kept in check by Miss N. Lightman’s happy retorts to” hecklers. sae ie 
An ‘At Home” was held at Mrs. Billinghurst’s on. Tuesday, 
May 19, speaker Miss Annie Lightman; and an open-air meeting 
at Deptford Broadway: on Wednesday, May 20, speaker Miss Jessie 
Kenney. On Tuesday next Miss New will hold an open-air meeting 
at Catford. The Hyde Park Demonstration posters are attracting . 
a great deal of attention, ‘and names are already being sent in for — 
joining the Victoria Embankment procession..in brakes. _ 
J. A. BOUVIER. 


WEST OF ENGLAND REPORT. 


The people in Plymouth have been very much interested in hear- 
ing our views on Mr. Asquith’s declaration. I never came across — 
one who thought we ought to be satisfied. I was met with remarks © 
like these: —‘‘ You are not going to give up fighting, are you?” — 
‘Miss Kenney, are you satisfied? I don’t taro we ought to be,” 
said many of our new converts. 

Tle men at the dockyard were very anxious to know what we 
thought ; when I told them we were very dissatisfied, and we should - 
pursue a more militant agitation, after the 21st, if we did not get. 
a promise from Mr. Asquith, it was met with “ Hear, hear,” ‘‘ Good. 
luck to you, Miss.” The Liberal women may be satisfied, but the: 
men of the country are going to stand by the women who have- 

_ shown determination, courage, and faith in the aes movement. 
they, are working in. 

One working man came to me as I was tmivion Pismbty, and. 
said: ‘‘ Miss, you have got the working’ men on your side, and 
when I get the opportunity I shall vote for you in : Fiymouth, and I 
know others .who will do the same.’ ) 

The whole week has been a great success. It was the last place 
Drake visited before he faced the enemy. It was the first place 
I got new recruits ready for Hyde Park. 

I am visiting Bath, then Torquay, from Torquay on to Paignton, 

Teignmouth, Newton Abbott, Exeter, Weston-super-Mare, and 
finish up in Bristol. Then with great joy I shall travel to London, 
feeling everything has been done, and knowing we are about to 
enter on the most important day of the Woman’s Movement. Shall 


/ 


_we-not see old friends and new friends of our cause, marching und 


' the banner of freedom, knowing that each heart and soul will be 
* silently asking forthe deliverance of our sex from the = tie 
bondage? ANNIE KENNEY. ~ 


| 3 GUINEAS A WEEK for charming FLAT on first floor, =— 
overlooking gardens. 1 Reception, z Bedrooms, Kitchen, __ 
and Bathroom. Electric light and every convenience. Plate oe 
and linen. If let through this paper will give five weeks’ rent to 
Women’s Social and Political Union.—Apply, Owner, 80, 
mount-gardens, Gower-street, W.C. 
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